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Country Sunday-schools are now at their fullest, 
and city Sunday-schools are at their thinnest. And 
there are city Sunday-schools which will close their 
doors because the summer attendance at them would 
be only three or five times as large as the best attend- 
ance of the average country Sunday-school all the 
land over. Only think of it! 


Another International Sunday-school Convention 
has come and gone, marking another three-years 
course in Sunday-school progress) An extended 
sketch, or outline report, of the Convention is given, 
this week, to the readers of The Sunday School Times. 
The reports of the Lesson Committee, of the Execu- 
tive Committee, and of the Statistical Secretary, are 
to follow in the next week’s issue. 





In the plan of the International Lesson Committee, 
the closing Sunday of each quarter has the alterna- 
tive of a lesson on Temperance or a lesson on Missions, 
as a substitute for, or as supplemental to, the Quar- 
terly Review. In addition to the usual helps to review 
there are, therefore, given, in this week’s issue, Criti. 
cal Notes on the texts selected for the two alternative 
lessons ; also, special side-light articles: on Temper- 
ance, by General Clinton B. Fisk, the stalwart cham- 
pion of reform; and on Missions by the Rey. Dr. 
A. P. Happer, the veteran missionary in China. 





Who can estimate the value of a chance word in 
the sense in which there is such a thing as chance? 
Upon the silence occasioned by the sudden stopping 





of a street-car, there fell these words: “So long as 
you can contribute to the pleasure, happiness, or com- 
fort of any human being, you are of importance in 
the world—and no longer.” Whatever may have 
been the object of these words, the thought reached 
the hearts of a dozen or more passengers, and it was 
interesting to note the changed expression on some 
listless faces. In utter unconsciousness of any effect 
of her words, the lady from whose lips they fell, passed 
out into the street. Perhaps, in the great day, it may 
be her happiness to know that the Lord then used 
her tongue for a blessing to some heart which had as 
yet failed to comprehend the meaning of its life 
struggle; for the truth she emphasized was a truth 
which all of us need to realize. Not our personal 
enjoyment, nor ‘yet our seeming success in life, but 
our part in God’s plan for others, is the measure of 
our importance in’ the world. 

We are generally inclined to regret that we have 
so little of direct personal influence over our fellows. 
It seems to us that what we do or say makes small 
difference with those about us; and we sometimes wish 
it were in our power to lead others to a greater extent 
than is now our possibility. Yet, as a matter of fact, 
our influence is far greater than any one of us imagines 
—even though it is not always largest in the direction 
of our chiefest desire and endeavor. Every one of us 
is influencing others to an extent that would startle 
us if we realized it as it is. Mankind is readier to 
follow than to lead; and ninety-nine out of every one 
hundred persons, young or old, are quick to follow the 
lead that is. just before them—whatever it may be. 
So it is that our every action and our every word is 
timely for the guidance of some one, or some many, 
waiting for just that indication of the way to be 
pursued, And all this will appear when the thoughts 
of man, and the consequences of those thoughts, are 
revealed before all. It would be a wholesome restraint 
upon us if we considered how many are watching, as 
it were, our every breath, in order to know what they 
should say, or do, or be. 


One of the difficulties: in the way of attempting 
Total-A bstinence lessons as such, in the International 
Series, is the fact that total-abstinence is a duty de- 
ducible from Bible teachings, rather than distinctly 
affirmed in the Bible. It is not an easy matter to find 
passages in the Bible which, beyond all fair question, 
enjoin total-abstinence as a duty incumbent on all; 
and when a passage which is claimed to have this 
bearing is selected for study, the discussion over its 
specific meaning is liable to break the force of the 
many unanswerable arguments in favor of total-absti- 
nence as the practical duty of every individual whe 
would secure safety to himself, or who would have his 
example a safe one to follow. This difficulty arises in 
connection with the lesson on the prohibition of all 
intoxicants to the sons of Aaron in their priestly min- 
istrations. To attempt to prove that Nadab and Abihu 
were intoxicated, or that total-abstinence was, after 
their punishment, enjoined upon every child of God, 
is to provoke a diverting discussion. But, apart from 
these disputed points, there is a phase of unquestioned 
truth’ which should not be overlooked in the study or 
teaching of this lesson. When the sons of Aaron were 
to enter upon their most sacred duties in the presence 
of the Lord, then, clearly, they were commanded to 
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be total-abstainers. This was a command of God for 
all generations, and with the penalty of death for its 
disobedience. Here, as elsewhere, God showed that 
total-abstinence, and not moderate drinking, was the 
highest standard of human conduct—in the matter of 
wine and of strong drink. Similarly, when a man of 
God was to consecrate himself to the Lord for a spe- 
cific period, or for all his life through, as a Nazarite, 
total-abstinence, and not moderate drinking, was to be 
his standard. Never, never does God say to a man 
who is to be at his best, and who is to reach out after 
the highest and holiest attainment in conduct, “Go, 
and take a drink!” Total-abstinence, in comparison 
with moderate drinking, is thus always given the higher 
place—never the lower—when the two are brought 
into comparison. And he who would be at his best, 
in the line of serving God, or of setting a worthy ex- 
ample, may know that his duty is to be a total- 
abstainer. 





HELPS TO THE STUDY OF THE GOSPEL 
OF MATTHEW. 


From the beginning of the Old Testament, the les- 
sons of the International series pass to the beginning 
of the New Testament; from the Pentateuch to the 
Gospels; from Genesis and Exodus to Matthew. 
And this change calls for a corresponding change in 
the series of helps to Bible study. The number of 
possible helps is well-nigh limitless ; and for this very 
reason the average teacher would be glad of assistance 
in the line of selection from among those helps. That 
assistance is hereby proffered to the readers of The 
Sunday School Times. 

First in order there comes the Revised Text of the 
New Testament. Even though the renderings there 
be not accepted as conelusive in every case, no intelli- 
gent Bibie student can afford to ignore them in his 
studies. A convenient form of the New Testament 
for ordinary study is the Comparative Edition (Phila- 
delphia: Porter and Coates), giving the old and new 
versions in parallel columns. 

The next essential is a Harmony of the Four Gos- 
pels, whereby the text of the four Gospels is brought 
into harmonious relations or comparison. Robinson’s 
Harmony, as revised and improved by Riddle (Boston 
and New York: Houghton, Mifflin, & Co.), is prob- 
ably the best aid of this sort. Ayain there are Gardi-. 
ner’s (Andover: W. F. Draper), and Fuller’s (New. 
York: E. and J. B. Young & Co.). 

As introductory to the study of the Gospels, a sug- 
gestive and helpful work is Why Four Gospels? by 
the Rev. Dr. D. 8. Gregory (copies of this can be ob- 
tained, for $1.00 each, from its author at Morgan, 
Minnesota). Farrar’s The Message of the Books 
(New York: E. P. Dutton & Co.) popularizes valu- 
able information, throwing light on the contents of 
the Gospels. Westcott’s Introduction to the Study of 
the Four Gospels (New York: Macmillan & Co.) is 
of value to those who are more advanced in their 
studies than the ordinary Sunday-school teacher. 

Then come the commentaries in endless variety. 
More prominent among the full New Testament sets 
of modern date there may be named: the Schaff- 
Lange, with its mass of poorly digested material, 
good and bad; the Speaker’s, with its extended 
Introduction to the Gospels by the Archbishop of 
York, and its condensed notes on Matthew by Dean 
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Mansel, written in the light of modern research, with 
general fairness, although with more or less of an 
Anglican coloring; and Schaff’s Popular Commen- 
tary, an improvement, in its practical value to the 
teacher, on either of the above-named, and with choice 
illustrations from Bible lands. (All of these are pub- 
lished by Charles Seribner’s Sons, New York.) Best 
of all in critical thoroughness is the commentary 
of Meyer (New York: Funk and Wagnalls), 
Alford (Boston: Lee and Shepard) still holds a good 
place as a scholar among scholars, although in de- 
partments of his work he has been distanced by later 
specialists. In Bishop Ellicott’s Handy Commentary 
on the New Testament (New York: Cassell & Co.), 
Dr. Plumptre is the writer on Matthew. In Dean 
Perowne’s Cambridge Bible for Schools (New York : 
Macmillan & Co.), the Rev. A. Carr is the writer on 
the first Gospel. Both of these works furnish com- 


pact exegetical helps. Dr. Whedon’s Commentary: 


(New York: Phillips and Hunt) is both scholarly 
and popular. Dr. Lyman Abbott’s Commentary 
(New York: A. S. Barnes & Co.) is practical, sensi- 
ble, and well illustrated. Bishop Ryle’s Expository 
Thoughts on the Gospels (New York: Robert Carter 
and Brother) is eminently spiritual. The more famil- 
iar commentaries, like those of Matthew Henry, 
bright and stimulating in its pithy suggestions; of 
Adam Clarke (with Daniel Curry’s revision), learned 
and earnest from its Arminian standpoint; and of 
Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, substantial and con- 
servative, without any peculiar freshness,—need only 
a mention to those who have them at hand. 

An admirable digest of: commentaries, and yet more 
than a digest, is the first volume of Dr. J. Glentworth 
Butler’s Bible Readers’ Commentary on the New 
Testament (New York: Funk and Wagnalls). It 
eovers the four Gospels, under the title of The Four- 
fold Gospel. It is a consolidation of the four narra- 
tives into one, Its annotations are selections from 
the thinkers of the ages ; and it is supplied with maps 
and pictorial illustrations. 

Separate commentaries on Matthew are numerous. 
Only a few from among the many can be here named. 
One of the very best of these is Dr. James Morison’s 
Practical Commentary on Matthew (London: Hodder 
and Stoughton). Varied learning, devoutness, breadth 
of view, excellence of judgment, raciness of style, and 
clearness of expression, characterize this work. An 
excellent American commentary in the same sphere 
of exegetical and homiletical treatment is that of 
Dr. J. A. Broadus (Philadelphia: Baptist Publica- 
tion Society). Dr. Philip Schaff’s International 
Revision Commentary (New York: Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons) is concise and praciical. Dr. E. W. Rice’s 
People’s Commentary (Philadelphia: The American 
Sunday School Union) is fresh, comprehensive, and 
well illustrated. 

Lives of Christ are of peculiar value in the study 
of the Gospel narrative. First among these in its care- 
ful treatment of historical and chronological questions, 
is Andrews’s Life of our Lord (New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons). Lange’s Life of Christ (Edinburgh : 
T. & T. Clark) is the fullest and abiest defense of the 
historic verity of the story of Christ in the light of the 
four-fold Gospel. Geikie’s Life and Words of Christ 
(New York: D. Appleton & Co. and John B. Alden) is 
scrupulously careful and suggestive. Farrar’s Life of 
Christ (New York: E. P. Dutton & Co.) is brilliant 
and yraphic. Hanna's Life of Christ (New York: 
Robert Carter and Brothers) is expository and stimu- 
lating. Edersheim’s Life and Times of Jesus the 
Messiah (New York: A. D. F. Randolph & Co.) is 
of special service in conjunction with the study of 
Matthew—the Gospel to the Jew—because of the 
light which it casts upon the life of Jesus from Jewish 
literature and customs. Weiss’s Life of Christ (Edin- 
burgh: T. & T. Clark) is the leading work for the 
scholar as such, from the standpoint of a positive critic. 

On special themes in the Gospel narrative. and 
teachings, there are many standard helps from which 
to choose. On the Parables there are Trench (New 
York: D. Appleton & Co.) ; Calderwood (New York: 
Macmillan & Co.); Arnot (New York: Robert Carter 





and Brothers); Taylor (New York: A. C. Armstrong 
and Son); and Bruce (New York: A. C. Armstrong 
and Son). On the Miracles there are Trench and 
Bruce (as above). On the Sermon on the Mount 
there is Dr. George Dana Boardman’s Studies in the 
Mountain Instruction (New York: D. Appleton 
& Co.). Onthe Lord’s Prayer there are The Golden 
Censer, by John 8. Hart (Philadelphia: Presbyterian 
Board of Publication), Lectures on the Lord’s Prayer 
(New York: Robert Carter and Brothers), by Dr. 
W.R. Williams, and The Model Prayer, by Dr. George 
Dana Boardman (New York: D. Appleton & Co.). 
Bruce’s The Training of the Twelve (Edinburgh : 
T. & T. Clark) is invaluable in its sphere. It 
covers in a peculiar way the whole teaching life 
of our Lord. Godet’s Studies on the New Testament 
(New York: E. P. Dutton & Co.) throws light on 
several points presented in Matthew’s Gospel. And 
Parker’s The Inner Life of Christ (New York: Funk 
and Wagnalls) is a brilliant and suggestive series of 
discourses on Matthew’s record of the Master. 

In the line of illustration of Bible lands and Bible 
customs, these are noteworthy: Thomson’s The Land 
and the Book (New York: Harper and Brothers) ; 
Neil’s Palestine Explored (New York: A. D. F. Ran- 
dolph & Co.); Stanley’s Sinai and Palestine (New 
York: A. C. Armstrong and Son); Edersheim’s The 
Temple: Its Ministry and Services at the Time of 
Jesus Christ; also his Sketches of Jewish Social Life 
in the Days of Christ (London: The Religious Tract 
Society); Stapfer’s Palestine in the Time of Christ 
(London: Hodder and Stoughton) ; Merrill’s Galilee 
in the Time of Christ (Boston : Congregational Publi- 
cation Society); Hausrath’s History of the New Tes- 
tament Times (London: Williams and Norgate); 
Franz Delitzsch’s A Day in Capernaum, and his Jew- 
ish Artisan Life (New York :. Funk and Wagnalls). 
Nor are such realistic romances as Delitzsch’s José 
and Benjamin (Albany: D. R. Niver Publishing 
Company) and Wallace’s Ben-Hur (New York: 
Harper and Brothers) to be undervalued. 

These mentioned helps are only a few in compari- 
son with the many which might be named in their 
several spheres; yet these are more than any one 
student can properly make use of in his ordinary 
Bible study. The gain of such a list as this, is the 
putting before each student the material from which 
he can make his selection—religiously leaving the 
others untouched. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


If only we had the /essons of history in advance of the 
events of history, how much surer we should be of the best 
course for us to pursue, It is easy to see how much bet- 
ter we might have done, when we look back upon our 
life course; but it is not easy to see whether this or that 
direction is the better for us, as we look forward on our 
life course. But it is God’s plan for his children to 
walk by faith, and not by sight; therefore we must trust 
him for our guidance, and then leave with him the re- 
sult of our loving confidence as his children. Just here 
is where so many of God’s children are in perplexity. 
One of them now, writing from Illinois, says: 

Our lessons for some months past have given us some beauti- 
ful instances of God’s providence, in directing and sustaining 
his servants along their earthly pilgrimage. The question I 
would ask is, Can a Christian, looking back over his past. life, 
say, “‘My career, my changes, my trials, disappointments, and 
afflictions, have been ordered by our heavenly Father”? Don’t 
we sometimes say, “I think I made a mistake at such a time, 
and, had I availed myself of the ‘other opportunity’ open to 
me, my circumstances in life would have been different”? or, 
“‘Had we sent for a certain physician, instead of the one em- 
ployed, the life of a dear friend might have been spared”? I 
find, in Luke 10 : 31, the Saviour said, ‘‘ And by chance there 
came down a certain priest that way,” etc. The new version 
has the same word. Does anything happen by chance now? 
Are some people fortunate, and others unfortunate? 


If a child of God wants to be led of God, he can be; 
and he whom God leads has no right to regret the way 
of his leading. If, indeed, one refuses to take advice 
when it is proffered, or to seek it when he is not quite 
sure of his duty, he may have: reason to reproach him- 
self for his failure, or his neglect, accordingly. So, 
again, it may be if he decides to do that which he knows 
he ought not to do, but which he hopes will not prove 
as disastrous to him as it threatens. But where a child 





of God is willing to be led of God, and makes his decis- 
ion for the time being in the best-light available to 
him, he has no right to question the wisdom or the love 
of God in that ordering which the subsequent result dis- 
closes. Having committed his way unto the Lord, he 
must not doubt that it has been established as it should 
be. . Whatever are the consequences of a line of action 
pursued in this spirit, they are sure to be those conse- 
quences which God knows to be best for his loved ones, 
whose interests are identified with his own. But is it true 
that there is any such thing as “chance,” or “ fortune,” or 
“luck,” in the course of human affairs? That depends on 
how you understand those words. In the sense that inci- 
dents occur without man’s planning them, it is true; butin 
the sense that they occur apart from God’s overseeing con- 
trol, it is not true, The very term “ fortune” is the sug- 
gestion of a divinity, of a goddess, directing the affairs 
of men. And God teaches us that even in the thought- 
less throwing of the dice, or in any other appeal to 
chance, there is an unconscious appeal to God’s direct- 
ing providence. “The lot is cast into the lap; but the 
whole disposing thereof is of the Lord.” God does rule 
and—overrule; and to him who commits his whole way 
unto the Lord all things work together for good; even 
when they work very differently from the longing or the 
anticipation of the guided one. 


There are two wrong ways of looking at the Bible 
narrative, and either of thuse ways tends to injure its 
power for good to the reader. One way is that of deny- 
ing the miraculous element in the facts of the Bible 
story, and of trying to explain away the appearance of 
that element by ascribing it to the legendary nature of 
the story, or to a misconception, in its day, of purely 
natural causes in a purely natural order of sequence. 
The other way is that of separating that story from all 
other history, and of making its people and its facts 
unlike all else in the world’s record, in their supernatural 
oversight and guidance. The one view excludes unduly 
the supernatural element in the Bible story ; the other 
view introduces unjustifiably a purely unnatural element 
into that story. The one view denies to God the special 
place he has claimed for himself there; the other view 
claims for God a place and work there unlike himself in 
the world’s course generally—as there illustrated. The 
true view of that story is that God there shows himself 
supernaturally, but not unnaturally. It is at this point 
that a Florida reader has been perplexed over a recent 
very proper statement, by a contributor to these pages, 
concerning God’s uniform oversight and control in the 
affairs of men and ofnations. He says: 

In an Open Letter I would inquire of you if a statement 
made in the Rev. Dr. Zabriskie’s article, in your issue of April 
30, can be defended. He says: “‘ Nay, the Hebrews themselves 
were not more led, defended, moulded, and chastised, than has 
been this American nation.” By “ more led,” etc., the Doctor 
evidently means more immediately under the care and control 
of God’s hand. But for what other nation than Israel has God 
wrought miracles? Let us not confound the providential with 
the miraculous. That there was eminent Divine help given 
our Pilgrim Fathers in the peopling of this land we fondly, 
devoutly recognize. Not that he had another Israel to estab- 
lish, for that dispensation was long since done away. God was 
with our fathers individually and personally as he dwelt in 
each breast,—with them as they were living parts of his body, 
the great Church universal. The Spirit of God may assist the 
historian, yet can he not write out the story of direct Divine 
interpositions in behalf of this nation? There has been one 
covenant people, and there can be no ether. God’s church is 
no longer confined to one nation, nor hemmed in by territorial 
limits. God’s dealings with his chosen people are a symbol, 
not of his treatment of this or any other people nowadays, but 
of how his Church, the body of Christ, is “led, defended, 
moulded, and chastised.”’ And the Hebrews were more of & 
church than a nation, in the modern sense of the terms, as 
their government was theocratic. Not for the building up of a 
national pride, but for the edification of the faith of his chil- 
dren, did God lead them and feed them all the days of old, 
Well may they exclaim with Babylon’s king, There is no other 
God who can deliver after this sort! The “inexorable laws” 
of modern science are but silken threads to them, constraining 
unto Christ. God daily reveals himself the master of nations, 
but the Father of his people. The Rev. Hollis Read (so lately 
taken from us) wrote a book, “ The Hand of God in History,” 
which made a deep impression on my boyish mind, Would 
that its circulation might be renewed ! 

Dr. Zabriskie’s statement, in the sense in which he 
made it, clearly can be defended. It is true that “the 
Hebrews themselves were not more led, defended, 
moulded, ‘and chastised, than has been this American 
people.” And'this statement is perfectly consistent with 
all that the Florida correspondent has to say on the gene- 
ral subject of which his letter treats. Dr. Zabriskie does 
not say, nor can he be supposed to think, that the Ameri- 
can people have been led, defended, moulded, and chas- 
tised in the same way as the Hebrews were; but he is 
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right in thinking, and in saying, that the same God is 
over this people as over that, and that his ministry is as 
sure now as in the days of old. It is important just here 
that it be understood that there are national sins which 
are visited by national judgments, now as always, in 
the plan of God; and that there are national blessings 
vouchsafed, in the providence of God, to nations as 
nations. This nation has suffered as a nation because 
of national transgression; and it ought to be borne in 
mind that if this nation as a nation is unjust in its 
treatment of Indians as Indians, of Chinamen as China- 
men, of negroes as negroes, this nation as a nation will 
reap the sure consequences of this national defying of 
God and his judgments, So, again, it should be under- 
stood that reverence for authority, and due regard for 
government and law as government and law, will tend to 
establish our people in the land which the Lord our God 
giveth us, as surely as when the “word” on this subject 
was written by the finger of God on the tables of stone 
on Mount Sinai. General Grant once stated that he be- 
lieved that he was providentially foiled or hindered in 
his best laid military plans, during our civil war, until 
God saw that all things were ripe in the nation for the 
ending of the war in God’s way. And this is only 
another way of saying that God was leading and mould- 
ing and controlling the nation itself for the nation’s good. 
Let no one of us, indeed, ever forget that God, in his lov- 
ing control of the affairs of nations, as of individuals, is 
ever the same, and that his providences are in the minutest 
particulars of human affairs, as well as in the mighty sweep 
of his limitless universe. 








REALITY OF THE IDEAL. 
BY PROFESSOR T. WHITING BANCROFT. 


The life ideal is the only real ; 
For outward forms decay. 

The higher purpose makes the true ideal, 
By living as we pray. 

Our human wills may every day grow stronger, 
Obeying the Divine; 

Then, as without life’s shadows grow the longer, 
The soul within shall shine. 


Whatever now is dark, O Christ! enlighten, 
And take away our night; 

May more and more our earthly pathway brighten 
Into the endless light, 


Brown University. a 





TEMPERANCE. 


Do Not DRINK WINE NOR STRONG DRINK, LEST YE Dig, 


BY GENERAL €LINTON B, FISK, LL.D, 


The tabernacle with all its sacred appointments stood 
complete in Israei’s camp. Aaron and his sons had been 
consecrated to the priestly office. The rites and cere- 
monies incident to the tabernacle service had been 
clearly indicated by God himself. The whole economy 
of redemption through our Lord Jesus was prefigured 
thereby. The first offerings had been placed upon the 
altar. Fire from heaven had consumed them. And 
on the plain before Mount Sinai, more than two millions 
of people shouted, and prostrated themselves before the 
Lord. Nadab and Abihu, eldest sons of Aaron, who had 
been specially honored with the very high distinction of 
admission to the select company of those who accompanied 
Moses and his brother to the hallowed mountain 
heights, where a vision of God himself had been accorded 
to them, these men of eminence, priests of the Most 
High, ere the setting sun of that day on which fire from 
heaven had consumed that first burnt offering, overcome 
by strong drink, intoxicated with wine,’ made an osten- 
tatious and irreverent display of their priestly functions, 
and, in disobedience of God’s command, offered strange 
fire before the Lord. How swift and terrible was their 
punishment for the drunkenness which had prompted 
their flagrant outrage on God’s designated rules for con- 
ducting the solemnly ordered divine service! The fire 
which, if properly applied, would have sanctified and con- 
sumed their offering, became their devouring destroyer. 
Surely the Lord our God is “a consuming fire.” 

Aaron, with mute sorrow, looks upon the dead forms 
of his sons who had profaned God’s holy ordinances. 
The heart-broken father held his peace. He was dumb; 
he opened not his mouth, because God did it, Moses 
breaks in upon the silent grief of the high-priest, and 





1 NoTE.—The Bible text does not affirm that Nadab and Abihu had 
been under the influence of liquor. Nor is there really any added 
force given to the subsequent prohibition of liquor by the supposition 
that they were thus led away. The prohibition itself as it stands is 


distinct ahd pogitive, whatever may have been its prom; or 
voking cause.—Tuz Epitor, Pare 
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reminds him of what the Lord had spoken, “saying, I 
will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before 
all the people I will be glorified.” 

Nadab and Abihu, the dead priests, in their dishonored, 
polluted priestly vestments, were borne out of the camp 
by the cousins of Aaron, Neither father nor brother 
was permitted to walk in that funeral procession, or to 
give the first sign of sorrow over the silent forms of the 
priests whose indulgence in strong drink had caused the 
irreverence that had invoked fire from heaven for their 
destruction. Hitherto God had communicated with 
Aaron through Moses; but after the shocking scene of 
the intoxicated priests in the irreverent and wicked dis- 
obedience polluting their high calling, the high-priest 
was made directly the recipient of a Divine communica- 
tion concerning the duty of priests to be total abstainers 
from intoxicating drinks, Outside the camp were the 
new-made graves of the transgressing priests, and the 
people were bewailing the burning which the Lord had 
kindled. In that solemn hour God said to Aaron: “Do 
not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with 
thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, 
lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations.” 

That statute has never been repealed or amended. 
The voice of God comes echoing down the centuries to 
every chosen minister of reconciliation and peace, to 
every man called to stand between the living and the 
dead, in the inspired words of instruction, invitation, en- 
treaty, and warning for his fellow-men: “ Do not drink 
wine nor strong drink... lest ye die.” If all who have 
succeeded Aaron in the holy priesthood had heeded the 
injunction and warning of that solemn statute, many sad 
chapters in the history of the Christian ministry never 
would have been written. The Christian pulpit cannot 
too jealously guard itself against the wily foe, whose 
invidious and awful power paralyzes its influence for 
good, and lures the enslaved servant of God on to destruc- 
tion and death. It is in vain for the minister of the 
gospel as he places the enchanting cup to his lips to 
say that God’s prohibitory command to Aaron related 
only to such time as covered the tabernacle service or 
hours of pulpit ministration. The minister of the gospel 
is always on duty as God’s messenger of love, good-will, 
and sobriety. 

In or out of the pulpit, in the prayer-meeting or in 
pastoral invitation, in the calm quiet of his hours of 
study, or in the social circle at home or abroad, every- 
where and at all times, he must “ be sober,” “ not given to 
wine,” lest he “ drink, and forget the law,” and “ pervert 
judgment,” lest he “err through wine, and through strong 
drink” is “outof the way.” If ona “blue Monday” he 
goes down town, and in restaurant or club-room lunches 
with a lay brother, and takes wine or strong drink, 
some young man of the tabernacle congregation will be 
sure to see him, and wonder at the spectacle. ‘“ None of 
us liveth to himself.” Every movement of the public 
teacher of truth affects others. If his presence and elo- 
quence are in demand at great civic anniversaries where 
“distinguished speakers” charm and instruct in after- 
dinner oratory, let him have the courage to turn his 
glasses “bottom side up” when the wines and strong 
drink are passed around. If he will thus pronounce 
against the drink custom when at the president’s table 
he sits high and lifted up among the dignitaries, he may 
be sure that the two hundred and fifty leading citizens 
who constitute the dinner-party will respect him for 
there remembering his “ calling,” and will give him their 
hearty applause more heartily when he rises to speak to 
the toast of “‘ Christianity and Commerce,” “ Piety and 
the Puritans,” or ‘ Labor and Capital.” 


If he journeys “ over the sea,” and at London or Paris 
dinner-tables orders his wines and strong drinks, some 
stumbling brother from home is sure to see him and be 
“ offended” or “made weak.” The Lord, in that memo- 
rable interview with Aaron, told the high-priest why he 
and his successors forever must “not drink wine nor 
strong drink;” to wit, that they might be clear-minded 
at all times,—with souls calm and steady, be able to dis- 
cern “‘ between holy and unholy,” “and between unclean 
and clean,” and that they might “teach all the statutes 
which the Lord hath spoken unto them by the hand of 
Moses.” Surely with pure heart, clean hands, and clear 
head, should the sacred office of God’s holy ambassador 
be administered. 

The cause of temperance is chief among the moral 
reforms of these stirring times. No voice from pulpit or 
pew should give an uncertain sound on this momentous 
question. Elders and stewards, class-leaders and dea- 
cons, Sunday-school superintendents and Sunday-school 
teachers, every man and woman honored with member- 





ship in the Christian Church, should be found in battle 





array against the sin and causes of intemperance, No 
space need here be taken to catalogue the unnumbered, 
incompatible, multiplying, and monstrous evils incident 
to intemperance. It arrests the progress of the gospel 
of our dear Lord; it enslaves body and soul; it poisons 
myriads of homes, saps the strength of the human race, 
hurries millions to drunkards’ graves, and casts a lurid 
shadow upon the hereafter of those who fall victims at 
the shrine of the drunkard’s Moloch. Oh for the full 
power of the Christian Church on the broad field of total 
abstinence! God hasten the glad day when all the power 
of Christian Church, Christian home, and Christian 
commonwealth, shall be massed with the forces of tem- 
perance and sobriety | 

May we not hope that on the closing Sunday of June, 
1887, wherever the International Bible-lessons shall be 
taught, the wide, wide world around, there may be, from 
millions of voices, repeated the solemn injunction and 
warning given by God to Aaron: “ Do not drink wine 
nor strong drink, ... lest ye die”? 





THE TRUE SPIRIT OF GIVING. 


BY A. P. HAPPER, M.D., D.D. 


It is a common impression among Christian people that 
the religious life of God’s people under the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation was less spiritual and consecrated than 
itis now. It is very easy to suppose that devotion of life 
and engagement of heart would be more easily developed 
toward a Saviour already come, and who has made ex- 
piation for our sins, than it would be fora Messiah yet 
tocome. Yet the scriptural narrative of the lives of the 
patriarchs and prophets impresses all careful readers, that 
there was a greater depth of piety and consecration to the 
service of God by them than most people suppose. The 
record that “ Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for 
God took him,” very tersely expresses a life of most inti- 
mate communion and fellowship with God. So also the 
narratives of Abraham, Isaac, Moses, and other servants 
of God. Abraham is still the Father of the Faithful; 
and Moses is the example of “ choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleas- 
ures of sin for a season ; esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt.” 

The account of the gifts of the children of Israel for 
the preparation of the ark of the covenant and the vest- 
ments of the priests in the wilderness strengthens the im- 
pression of the piety of the mass of the people. “The 
children of Israel brought a willing offering unto the 
Lord, every man and woman, whose heart made them 
willing to bring for all manner of work, which the Lord 
had commanded to be made by the hand of Moses.” This 
implies that all the people, the rich and the poor, those 
who had to give, and those who could do special and 
necessary work, men and women, all took part in the 
work, which was of common and general interest, and 
which was completed by the conjoint gifts and labors of 
all the congregation of God’s people, 

A large proportion of the members of our churches 
appear to overlook the terms of Christian discipleship 
as laid down by our Lord and his apostles. In making 
a profession of religion, many accept the usage of Chris- 
tian life as they see it exemplified in the lives of those 
whom they know to be members of the church, instead 
of looking at the terms of that life as stated in the 
Gospels. The prevailing type of profession leaves 
Christian people to pursue their worldly callings as 
others do, for their own purposes and interests, only 
conjoining with it attendance upon the services of the 
church when convenjent, giving something to the sup- 
port of the church and the promotion of Christian work, 
and living an upright and moral life. But how little 
is there of that entire change of heart and life which are 
presented by our Lord as the terms of discipleship when 
he says, Except a man forsakes all, he cannot be my 
disciple. The apostle Paul says Christ “died for all, 
that they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which died for them, and 
rose again.” This passage teaches that the unconverted 
live unto themselves, but that they who are made alive 
in Christ Jesus shouid uot hereafter live unto themselves, 
but unto Christ. 

How few comparatively feel and act in the belief that 
the money in their possession is not their own, but is 
entrusted to them by God, to be used for his glory and 
for the promotion of his kingdom! When the great 
agencies which have been organized to carry on the 
great work of the evangelization of the world are hin- 
dered’ for want of means, how few of those who have 
money in their possession regard the knowledge of this 
fact as a call upon them to give of their substance to 
those agencies for doing this work! How many of the 
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‘essed disciples of our Lord suffer the most important 
jepartments of Christian work to be cramped and hin- 
dered for want of money, rather than forego their own 
personal gratifications of ease and comfort, or curtail 
plans and arrangements for the increase of their posses- 
sions? This would not be so, if members of the church 
felt that the money in their homes belongs to God, and 
they are his stewards to disburse it for the promotion of 
his cause. 

How beautifully and strikingly is this truth expressed 
by David when he and his people presented their offer- 
ings for the building of the temple! The people gave 
then willingly, as they did at the preparing of the taber- 
nacle; only they gave more abundantly, according to their 
wealth and the greatness of the temple. It has been 
estimated by some that the amount of gold and silver 
and precious things given by David and his people was 
something near to three hundred millions of dollars. 
And with this giving he says: “ Now, therefore, our God, 
we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name. But who 
am FB, and what is my people, that we should be able to 
offer so willingly after this sort? for all things come of 
thee, and of thine own have we given thee” (1 Chron. 
29: 18, 14). When will God’s people give in like abun- 
dance for the building of the great spiritual temple which 
shall fill the whole world? 


God, in his good providence, has entrusted abundant 
wealth to his professing people in this land. If they 
realized that they themselves, and all that they have, 
belong to the Lord, and that they are to live for, and use 
their money for, promoting his cause and kingdom, there 
would be a great abundance of men and means for the 
promotion of every good work. It is stated in the book 
“Our Country,” by the Rev. Dr. Strong, which has had 
a wide circulation, that the amount contributed by the 
professing Christians in the United States, for the exten- 
sion of the gospel, is yearly but the one-sixteenth of one 
cent out of every dollar in their possession, At this rate 
of giving by the great body of professing Christians in 
this country, is it any wonder that every form of Chris- 
tian work is cramped and hindered for want of the neces- 
sary means to carry it on with efficiency? How different 
was the action’ of the children of Israel in the wilder- 
ness! They, in the ordinary services, gave one-tenth of 
all their income; and when the special occasion for their 
giving occurred, every man willingly. gave of whatever 
he had, and men and women gave willingly of personal 
service and labor, as they were qualified to labor in the 
service. 

It will be noticed that the readiness to give, as well as 
to work, is ascribed to the working of God in the hearts 
of all the people. This suggests that it is a proper sub- 
ject of prayer that Gud would give this willing heart to 
give of the money, as well as to engage in personal 
work for the promotion of his kingdom. When this 
spirit of liberality is poured, out upon God’s people, in 
answer to prayer, as it was upon his people of old, then 
will his kingdom speedily come in all the earth. The 
circumstances under which many converts in heathen 
lands come into the church are very different from what 
they are in Christian lands, There they come out to 
profess Christ in the face of opposition and reproaches. 
In many cases, they have literally to forsake father and 
mother, and brothers and sisters, and all things, 


In the city of Canton, China, a few years ago, a young 
man was converted, and he was received into the church 
on the profession of his love to Ohrist. Very soon his 
stepmother stirred up a strong opposition. He was a 
soldier, and he was reported to his officer, in order that 
he might be deprived of his pay asasoldier. His prop- 
erty was seized by his relatives. His marriage engage- 
ment, for the expenses of which he had paid three hun- 
cred dollars, was interfered with. He went before the 
military officer to meet the case. The amountof property 
involved was some twenty-three hundred dollars. This 
was as much to him there as seven thousand dollars to a 
young man here. He admitted to the officer that he was 
a Christian. The officer called upon him to renounce 
the gospel by burning incense before the idol, and stated 
that, if he did so, all his property and position as a soldier 
would be continued to him; but if he would not do so, 
it would be all confiscated, and he sent off an outcast. 
He told the officer that they, of course, could deprive him 
of his property, but that he would not deny his Lord and 
Saviour; and he went forth with this profession of his faith 
in Christ. There are instances of men giving up profitable 
positions in secular | ‘e, in-order that they may engage in 
Christian work for much less remuneration than they were 
getting in the secular calling. We have also casesof men 
in Christian work at small salaries, declining offers of 
higher wages to engage in secular pursuits, We have 
the instance where the gospel has been spread over a wide 





range of country by the labors of the converts, telling 
of their experience, and traveling from village to village, 
holding gospel meetings in the intervals of their secular 
business, without any pecuniary remuneration for this 
work of faith and labor of love. 

In the city of Shanghai, a convert to the gospel kept 
a store for selling rice for the daily food of the purchas- 
ers, When he was received into the church, he was told 
he could not sell rice on the Sabbath, he must close his 
store on that day. This would endanger his business, as 
his patrons, if they could not buy at his store on the Sab- 
bath, would go to some other one, and would not come 
back to him. He, however, kept the Sabbath, and, to 
the surprise of others as well as himself, his business 
increased on the other days of the week, and he pros- 
pered. As he gained some money, he determined to 
build a church in which to preach the gospel to those 
who do not yet believe. He built the church at his own 
expense; and, as he has grown in knowledge of the gos- 
pel, as well as prospered in his business, he himself 
preaches in this church every Sunday, and thus gives, 
not only his money, but his own personal labor, to the 
extension of the gospel of our Lord. This shows that 
this gospel is the power of God wherever it is preached, 
to the Gentile as well as to the Jew, and that it every- 
where brings forth fruit to the praise of Divine grace. 
The fruits of godly living will be abundant according to 
the completeness of surrender at the time of professing 
the gospel. 





THE MISSION OF TEARS, 
BY JAMES BUCKHAM. 


Weep, if thou wilt; for tears are good. 
Ay, tears are like the gentle rain 

That bringeth flowers in the dark wood, 
And maketh meadows green again, 


Our tears are blest, though rivers flow; 
Such moving springs our nature needs. 

Deep through these stony hearts they go, 
And turn the mill-wheels of good deeds! 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 





BILLY’S PATCH FOR THE HOLE IN THE 
DRUM-HEAD. 
BY THE REY. E. 4. RAND. 


What was it that Billy Earle heard? 

Uncle Solomon scolding? 

During all his visit to Uncle Solomon, he had not heard 
those sharp, ill-natured tones before. 

“T don’t see why they single me out!” exclaimed 
Uncle Solomon. “They ought to be ashamed of them- 
selves.” 

“Tt isa good cause,” meekly remarked Aunt Mary, 
who was rolling out pie-crust on the table at the window 
in the kitchen. 

Billy ventured to plant one eye at the crack in the door 
opening from the sitting-room into the kitchen. 

“Oh, is that it?” wondered Billy, catching a glimpse 
of a paper in Uncle Solomon’s hands. Billy was a little 
pastsix. He was very proud of the fact that he was master 
of very easy reading. He had spelled out enough of the 
document to know that it was about temperance. It was 
headed with an invitation in big letters: “‘ Now is the 
time! Sign now!” ; 

This appeal had been scattered in all the homes of 
Grayton by the temperance people, who wished to 
awaken temperance sentiment, and consisted of an ap- 
peal to keep sober, and a pledge not todrink. It had 
been very successful in awaking Uncle Solomon. After 
receiving it, he had been like anythiag but a man asleep. 
Billy was surprised. He had had a good temperance 
training, and did not Uncle Solomon think that way? 

“Oh, dear!” he heard Aunt Mary groan when she was 
alone. ‘Solomon knows he has need of that pledge. It 
would make a man of him. And there! if he isn’t 
agoin’ to beat the big drum in the procession, and he 
will get hisself so excited, he will pound it in sure, as he 
did once before!” 

“ What is that?” queried Billy. 

He had seen Uncle Solomon’s big bass drum out in 
the barn-chamber. What a delightful pastime it was for 
Billy, the making of “thunder”! 

He would stand there a long time, thumping the old 
drum-head, imagining, on cloudy days, that he had made 
the real article, such as grumbled and tumbled in the 
sky; and once Billy thought it tumbled out of the sky, 
when a neighbor’s barn was lightning-struck. 

He had made all his experiments in the manufac- 





ture of thunder with entire safety, and he could not see 
how it was that Uncle Solomon had ever burst in the 
drum-head. : 

“Vi—I’ll foller him; see if I don’t,” thought Billy; 
“and if—if Uncle Solomon is agoin’ to bust in the drum, 
I—I—I'll have a patch ready for him,” 

He knew where Aunt Mary kept the mucilage-bottle, 
and thought he would borrow that, and have it on hand, 
as well as a stiff piece of paper for a drum-patch, 

The day came when Uncle Solomon was to walk in the 
procession, and pound away on the big drum. It was a 
magnificent “ Fourth” in nature. The birds all had the 
spirit of 76 aboard, and; on one of the brightest, sun- 
niest of mornings, made all the sweet noise they could. 
It was nothing though, in volume, by the side of the 
clang of the bells, the bang of the guns, and the crack 
of countless torpedoes, 

“VU—Tu—Pll— Ahem!” said Uncle Solomon, clear- 
ing a sudden cold outof his throat, “TI’ll jest step across 
—the—way.” 

This was said after breakfast. He had already stepped 
“across the way ” to the back door of Pingreen’s grog- 
hole; but that was before breakfast. 

“Tt gives me a good appetite,” mused Uncle Solomon 
at that time. 

He now went because it was after breakfast. 

“Tt braces me up,” said Uncle Solomon, “ for—for the 
duties of the day.” 

“Oh, dear!” groaned Aunt Mary, and the small but 
keen eyes of Billy saw her sad face, and his small but 
keen ears heard her weary sigh. “ It will jest excite him, 
and he’ll get a-goin’ and bust in that drum!” 

Having overheard this remark, Billy was all the more 
fully determined to follow the procession with his paper 
patch and mucilage-bottle, and be on hand for that awful 
moment when the drum-head would be driven in by 
Uncle Solomon’s intemperate muscle. 

The procession gathered in honor of the day, and, as 
usual, started an hour after the appointed time} and 
Uncle Solomon started with it, as‘ member of # small, 
but select and proud, musical corps. He was famous for 
his drumming, and he was resolved to be more famous 
than ever. A remark made by Pingreen had rather net- 
tled Uncle Solomon. 

“Don’t bust your drum in this time!” advised Pin- 
green before a crowd of thirsty loafers. 

Uncle Solomon looked as if he wished to “ bust in” 
Pingreen; but, smothering his wrath at this allusion to 
the past, said stiffly and with dignity: “Guess I can 
drum.” 

Never—in Uncle Solomon’s opinion—had the drum 
sounded so well as that morning. With a firm, strong 
hand he did arouse the sleeping thunder in the old drum, 
and send it out in triumph. Did he see a little fellow 
following the procession, carefully watching every pound 
on the drum, hiding under his jacket a sheet of paper he 
chanced to pick up, and in his pocket a mucilage-bottle? 
No, Uncle Solomon only saw his drum, and strode off in 
majesty. When he reached Pingreen’s hole, he saw a 
group of old cronies at the door. 

“There they are!” thought Uncle Solomon. “T’ll 
show ’em what I can do. Pingreen ought to be ashamed 
of hisself.” 

In his pride he gave the cld drum a sturdy pounding. 
He was excited, too, by the liquor drank, and finally 
gave a whack that was without mercy. 

R-r-r-rip! The old drum-head had collapsed! Uncle 
Solomon’s hand that had given the unlucky blow fell as 
if that in turn had collapsed. A shout went up from the 
grinning group at Pingreen’s door. Uncle Solomon 
heard it. He heard something else. ‘“‘ Here, here, 
uncle! Oh, oh, oh, do come!” ‘ 

It was Billy, who had now grasped Uncle Solomon’s 
big, fat hand, and who was trying to pull him out of the 
procession. The mortified drummer was glad to follow 
Billy into a vacant lot. The noisy procession passed on, 
Uncle Solomon threw himself on the grass and bowed 
his head, while the big drum rolled into a hollow. 

“T’ll fix that!” shouted Billy, pulling out paper 
and bottle. “There!” he cried triumphantly. “See, 
uncle! See!” 

The dejected uncle arose, came with his sad face to the 
drum, and what did he see patched over the ragged hole? 
The temperance document, calling out: “New is the 
time! Sign now!” Billy did not notice what he had 
patched with. A good impulse seized Uncle Solomon. 
“Yes, I will sign! Pingreen sha’n’t make a laughing- 


stock of me,” he declared. 
Up in the barn-chamber is Uncle Solomon’s old drum 
still patched with the pledge. 
“Tt makes better music than ever,” says Aunt Mary, 
That is because Uncle Solomon kept his pledge. 














June 11, 1887.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


ay , \ x ‘ Y b 
873 








LESSON HELPS. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1887.] 








& April 3.—Joseph Sold into Egypt. Gen. 37 : 23-36 
% April 10.—Joseph Exalted Gen. 41 : 38-48 
8. April 17.—Joseph Makes Himself Known Gen, 45 : 1-15 

















4. April 24,—Joseph and His Father Gen, 47 : 1-12 
5. May 1.—Israel in Egypt Exod. 1 : 6-14 
6. May 8.—The Child Moses. Exod. 2: 1-10 
J. May 15.—The Call Of MOS@S.......c.cccccscssecssosscsssessscrssoreesesesenes Exod. 3: 1-12 
8 May 22.—The Passover. Exod, 12: 1-14 





9. May 29.—The Red Sea.. 
10. June 5.—The Manna Exod. 16 : 4-12 
11. June 12.—The Commandments. Exod. 20: 1-11 
12. June 19.—The Com MaNndMEeNIS..........cccrsesererssrceeseeeeeeeeres Exod, 20 : 12-21 
13. June 26.—Review; Temperance Lesson, Lev. 10: 1-11; 

Missionary Lesson, Exod, 35 : 20-29. 


Exod, 14 : 19-31 














LESSON XIII, SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 1887. 
SECOND QUAR TERLY REVIEW. 
HOME READINGS. 


Lesson I. Gen. 37 : 23-36. 
Monday, June 20: { Lesson II. Gen. 41 : 38-48. 
Tuesday, June 21: Lesson III. Gen, 45: 1-15, 


Lesson IV. Gen. 47: 1-12. 


; Lesson V. Exod. 1 : 6-14. 
Wednesday, June 22: | Lesson VI. Exod. 2: 1-10. 


Lesson VII. Exod. 3: 1-12. 
SmPOD, ape SB Lesson VIII. Exod. 12: 1-14, 
Friday, June 24: Lesson IX. Exod. 14: 19-31. 


Lescon Xt, ‘Bxod, 20: 1-11 
Lesson a xod. 20: 1-11. 

Saturday, June 25: i Toaen XII. Exod. 20 : 12-21, 

Sunday, June 26: Use of the Law. Rom. 3: 1-31. 





TITLES AND GOLDEN TEXTS. 


GotpEen TEXT FOR THE QuaRTER: There is no other God 
that can deliver after this sort.—Dan. 3 : 29. 


I. JOSEPH SOLD INTO EGYPT. 


But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy.— 


Gen. 39 : 21. 
Il. JOSEPH EXALTED, 


Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he 
shall bring it to pass.— Pea, 37 : 5. 
Ill; JOSEPH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN. 
Overcome evi! with good.—Rom. 12 : 21. 
Iv. JOSEPH AND HIS FATHER. 
Honour thy father and mother, which is the first command- 
ment with promise.—Zph. 6 : 2. 
V. ISRAEL IN EGYPT. 
He increased his people greatly; and made them stronger 
than their enemies.— Psa. 105 : 24. 
VI. THE CHILD MOSES. 
The Lord is thy keeper.—Psa. 121 : 5. 
VII. THE CALL OF MOSES. 


I will be thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.— 


Exod. 4:12. 
VIII. THE PASSOVER. 2 


Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.—1 Cor. 5: 7. 
IX. THE RED SEA. 
When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee.—Jsa. 43: 2. 
X. THE MANNA. 
Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life.—John 6 : 35. 
XI. THE COMMANDMENTS. 
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart.— Mutt, 22 : 37. 
XII. THE COMMANDMENTS. 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.— Matt. 22 : 39. 





TOPICS AND OUTLINES. 
Topic OF THE QUARTER: Bondage and Deliverance. 


1. Topic: Sold into Bondage. 
1. Joseph Abused, 
OUTLINE: { 2. Joseph Sold. 
3. Joseph Mourned. 
2. ToPIc: Delivered and Exalted. 
1. Exalted from Bondage. 
OUTLINE: { 2. Invested with Authority. 
3. Ruling with Wisdom. 
8, Topic: The Delivered a Deliverer. 
1. A Deliverer from Alarm. 
OUTLINE: { 2. A Deliverer from Peril. 
3. A Deliverer from Care. 
4. Topic: The Delivered a Benefactor. 
1. Seeking Royal Favor. 
OUTLINE: { 2. Securing Royal Aid. 
3. Dispensing Royal Bounty. 
5. Topic: A Nation in Bondage. 
1. Changes. 
OUTLINE: { 2. Enslavement, 
3. Oppression, 
6. Topic: A Deliverer Born. 
1. The Child Hidden. 
OUTLINE: { 2. The Child Discovered. 
3. The Child Nourished, 
7. Toric: A Deliverer Called. 
1. A Great Sight. 
OUTLINE+ {2 A Great Guest. 
3. A Great Mission. 





8. Topic: Delivered from Death. 


1. The Lamb. 
OUTLINE : {2 The Blood. . 
3. The Passover. 


9. Toric: Delivered from Enemies. 


1. Israel Delivered. 
OUTLINE: { 2, Enemies Destroyed. 
3. God Triumphant. 


10. Topic: Delivered from Hunger. 


1, A Murmuring People. 
OUTLINE: <2, A Glorious Lord. 
$. An Abundant Provision. 


11. Topic: Delivered from Ignorance of Duty Toward God. 


1. God’s Revelation of Himself. 
OUTLINE: 4 2. God’s Law Concerning Himself. 
3. God’s Law Concerning His Sabbath. 


12, Topic; Delivered from Ignorance of Duty Toward Man. 


1. God’s Law in the Home. 
OUTLINE: { 2. God’s Law in the Community. 
3. God’s Law in its Sacredness, 





REVIEW BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Lesson 1.—Superintendent: And Judah said unto his breth- 
ren, What profit is it if we slay our brother and conceal his 
blood? Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let 
not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother, our flesh. 
And his brethren hearkened unto him, And there passed by 
Midianites, merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph 
out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty 
pieces of silver (Gen. 37 : 26-28). 

Scholars: But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him 
mercy (Gen. 39 : 21). 

Teachers: My father and my mother have forsaken me, but 
the Lord will tuke me up (Psa. 27 : 10). 

All; Cast me noi off, neither forsake me, O God of my salva- 
tion (Psa. 27: 9). 


Lesson 2.—Superintendent : And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, 
Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so 
discreet and wise as thou: thou shalt be over my house, and 
according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in 
the throne will I be greater than thou. And Pharaoh said unto 
Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt (Gen. 
41 : 39-41). 

Scholars : Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him ; 
and he shall bring it to pass (Psa. 37: 5). 

Teachers: Seek ye first his kingdom, and his rightoeusness ; 
and all these things shall be added unto you (Matt. 6 : 33). 

All: Forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching 
forward to the things which are before, I press on toward the 
goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus 
(Phil. 3 : 13, 14). 

Lesson 3.—Superintendent : And Joseph said unto his breth- 
ren, 1am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren 


could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence. |. 


And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray 
you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your 
brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. And now be not grieved, 
nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did 
send me before you to preserve life (Gen. 45 : 3-5). 

Scholars : Overcome evil with good (Rom. 12: 21). 

Teachers: Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiv- 
ing each other, even as God also in Christ forgave you (Eph. 
4: 32). 5 

All; Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors 
(Matt. 6 : 12). 


Lesson 4.—Superintendent: And Joseph brought in Jacob 
his father, and set him before Pharaoh. ... And Jacob blessed 
Pharaoh, and went out from the presence of Pharaoh. And 
Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a 
possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the 
land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. And Joseph 
nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his father’s house- 
hold, with bread according to their families (Gen. 47 : 7, 10-12). 

Scholars: Honour thy father and mother; which is the first 
commandment with promise (Eph. 6 : 2), 

Teachers: Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his 
mother (Deut. 27 : 16). 

All: We had the fathers of our flesh to chasten us, and we 
gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjec- 
tion unto the Father of spirits, and live? (Heb. 12 : 9.) 


Lesson 5.—Superintendent : Now there arose a new king 
over Egypt, which knew not Joseph. And he said unto his 
people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more 
and mightier than we: come, let us deal wisely with them; 
lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falleth 
out any war, they also join themselves unto our enemies, and 
fight against us, and get them up out of the land. Therefore 
they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their 
burdens. ... But the more they afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and the more they spread abroad (Exod. 1 : 8-12). 

Scholars: He increased his people greatly; and made them 
stronger than their enemies (Psa, 105 : 24). 

Teachers: In the world ye have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world (John 16 : 33). 

All: Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15 : 57). 


Lesson 6.—Superintendent : And the daughter of Pharaoh 
came down to bathe at the river; and her maidens walked along 
by the river side; and she saw the ark among the flags, and 
sent her handmaid to fetch it. And she opened it, and saw the 
child: and, behold, the babe wept, And she had compassion 





on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children. Then 
said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call theea 
nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for 
thee? And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, Go (Exod. 2 : 5-8). 

Scholars: The Lord is thy keeper (Psa. 121: 5). 

Teachers: Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slum- 
ber nor sleep (Psa. 121 : 4). 

Ali: Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the 
shadow of thy wings (Psa. 17 : 8). 


Lesson 7.—Superintendent : And now, behold, the cry of 
the children of Israel is come unto me: moreover I have seen 
the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them, Come 
now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of 
Egypt. And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should 
go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of 
Israel out of Egypt? (Exod. 3 : 9-11.) 

Scholars: I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou shalt say (Exod. 4: 12). 

Teachers: Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world (Matt. 28 : 20). 

All: That which I see not, teach thou me (Job 84 : $2). 


Lesson 8.—Superintendent : For I will go through the land 
of Egypt in that night, and will smite all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods 
of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the Lord. And the 
blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: 
and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and there shall 
no plague be upon you to destroy you, when-I smite the land 
of Egypt (Exod. 12: 12, 13). 

Scholars : Christ our passover is sacrificed for us (1 Cor. 5: 7). 

Teachers: Wherefore let us keep the feast, not with old 
leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth (1 Cor. 5: 8). 

All: Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow (Psa. 51: 7). 


Lesson 9.—Superintendent: And the waters returned, and 
covered the chariots, and the horsemen, even all the host of 
Pharaoh that went in after them into the sea; there remained 
notso much asoneof them. But the children of Israel walked 
upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a 
wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left, Thus 
the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians 
(Exod. 14 : 28-30). 

Scholars: When thou passest through the waters, I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee 
(Isa. 43 : 2). 

Teachers: When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt 
not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For 
I am the Lord thy God, the Holy Qne of Israel, thy Saviour 
(Isa. 43 : 2, 3). 

All; Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me (Psa. 23: 4), 


Lesson 10.—Superintendent : Then said the Lord unto Mo- 
ses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the; 
people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that 
I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no. 
And it shall come to pass on the sixth day, that they shall pre- 
pare that which they bring in, and it shall be twice as mach as 
they gather daily (Exod. 16 : 4, 5). 

Scholars : Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life (John 
6 : 85). 

Teachers: He that cometh to me shall not hunger, and he 
that believeth on me shall never thirst ‘John 6: 35). 

All; Lord, evermore give us this bread (John 6 : 34). 


Lesson 11.—Superintendent: And God spake all these 
words, saying, I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt 
have none other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto 
thee a graven image. ... Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain, ... Remember the sabhath day, to keep 
it holy (Exod. 20 : 1-4, 7, 8). 

Scholars; Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart (Matt. 22 : 37). 

Teachers: He that loveth father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me. And he that doth not take his 
cross and follow after me, is not worthy of me (Matt. 10 : 37, 38). 

All: God forbid that we should forsake the Lord (Josh. 24: 16), 


Lesson 12.—Superintendent: Honour thy father and thy 
mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee. Thou shalt do no murder. Thou 
shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt 
not bear false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not 
covet (Exod. 20 : 12-17). 

Scholars: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself (Matt. 
22 : 39). 

“Teachers: All things therefore whatsoever ye would that men 
should do unto you, even so do ye also unto them: for this is 
the law and the prophets (Matt. 7 : 12). 

All; For we must all be made manifest before the j udgment- 
seat of Christ; that each one may receive the things done in 
the body, according to what he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad (2 Cor. 5: 10). 





RECAPITULATION. 


The marginal chronology of the Bible gives as the date of 
Joseph’s sale to the Midianites “about B. C. 1729.” The 
same authority gives the date of the law-giving at Sinai as 
B. C.1491. The lessons of this quarter are thus included ia 
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a period of two hundred and thirty-eight years, but this must 
be held as an approximation merely. The exact chronology 
of those times is yet to be determined. 

In historical sweep these lessons cover the conspiracy 
against Joseph by his brothers in Canaan, his sale by them, 
and his sale into slavery in Egypt, his imprisonment there 
with his subsequent liberation and exaltation, his meeting 
with his brothers, his disclosure to them and their settlement 
in Goshen, the lapse of time in which generations pass away 
and Joseph’s services to Egypt are forgotten, the eruel op- 
pression, which led to the hiding of Moses, to his identifica- 
tion with Pharaoh’s household, to his overt act in defense of 
his kinsmen, and to his flight into Midian. Finally, after 
forty years, he is recalled to Egypt, as God’s representative, 
to'lead the people out into freedom. The final plague, the 
passover, the passage of the sea, the miraculous feeding in the 
wilderness, and the law-giving at Sinai, close the scenes of 
this quarter’s survey. 

The preview forthe quarter, published March 19, set forth 
the lessons’ thus : 


BONDAGE AND DELIVERANCE. 
I. JOSEPH IN BONDAGE AND IN FREEDOM, 


1. The Slave. 
2. The Ruler, 
8. The Comforter, 
4. The Benefactor. 


T. ISRAEL IN BONDAGE. 


1. The Bondage. 
2. The Babe. 
3. The Bush. 
4. The Blood. 


Ill. ISRAEL IN FREEDOM. 


1. The Sea. 
2. The Manna. 
8. The Law. 
4. The Law. 


Whether this outline has been followed as the quarter pro- 
ceeded, or not, it furnishes a good analysis upon which the 
review may be conducted. Each lesson, and each of the 
three groups of lessons, should be viewed in the light of 
the declaration which forms the golden text of the quarter: 
* There is no other God that can deliver after this sort.” 

The catchwords given above may be used by the scholars, 
as giving an easier hold on the several lessons of the entire 
series; but the topics and outlines should be presented by 
selected persons, and should be emphasized by the reviewer 
as setting forth more fully the subject-matter which has 
been studied. 

Lesson 1.—Joseph “Sold into Bondage” is first presented. 

In detail, he is (1) Abused by his brothers, (2) Sold to the 
caravan of traders, who carry him to Egypt and there dispose 
of him, and (3) Mourned by his deceived and inconsolable 
father, who was unable to suspect the gross wrong that had 
been done, and who had no doubt that Joseph had met a 
violent death. 
_ Lesson 2.—Joseph’s prosperous and adverse experiences in 
Potiphar’s house had passed. He had been cast into prison, 
where his worth appeared, but whence there seemed to be no 
door of deliverance, until by an unexpected turn of events he 
was suddeniy “ Delivered and Exalted.” Three distinct 
views of him are given. He is (1) Exalted from Bondage by 
special decree of the king; (2) Invested with Authority 
second only to that of the king; (3) Ruling with Wisdom, 
for Pharaoh and his counsellors had judged aright when they 
agreed that none better than Joseph could be found to carry 
out the policy suggested by God’s disclosures through Pha- 
raoh’s dreams. 

Lesson 3.—Not every man who is favored is disposed to 
favor others; but Joseph, when himself delivered, becomes a 
deliverer of others. “The Delivered a Deliverer” is the 
next presentation of this good man. All Egypt received de- 
liverance at his hands, as well as many neighboring peoples; 
but especially was he the helper of his own cruel brothers, 
delivering them from (1) Alarm, which their experiences 
with the unrecognized dispenser of food had aroused; from 
(2) Peril, for famine pressed them sore, and he alone could 
relieve their needs; and from (3) Care, for a long, appalling 
future was before them in which the famine would grow 
worse and worse, and concerning which anxiety could hardly 
be dismissed. 

Lesson 4.—He was as good as his word. He kept his com- 
forting promises, He easily secured the royal favor, and 
endowed his kindred with the best of temporal blessings. 
“The Delivered a Benefactor,” is the thought Joseph here 
illustrates. On behalf of his people he appears (1) Seeking 
Royal Favor, (2) Securing Royal Aid, (3) Dispensing Royal 
Bounty. In Joseph’s “Bondage and Deliverance,” as thus 
viewed, God’s good hand appears wondrously, and Joseph 
becomes a model that all whom God liberates may safely follow. 

Lesson 5.—Israel’s bondage now comes up for considera- 
tion. Their days of favor and influence are gone, A new 
king and a new treatment have come. “A Nation in Bondage” 
thus appears ; brought there, under God, through (1) Changes, 
which bring upon those once honored and free (2), Enslave- 





ment of the worst character; and even this degenerates into 
(3) Oppression of the most cruel sort. 

* Lesson 6.—But God was all the while mindful of the dis- 
closures made so long before to Abraham, concerning this 
very bondage, and, as then promised, deliverance was to come. 
To this end there is “A Deliverer Born.” This child of 
destiny is (1) Hidden, by his mother’s love and faith; (2) 
Discovered, by Pharaoh’s daughter, by whom also he is 
adopted, and by her command is (3) Nourished, by his own 
mother, from whom he learned those godly lessons which 
became the foundation of his noble devotion in later years. 

Lesson 7.—When all his long and thorough training was 
completed, then was A Deliverer Called, by means of (1) 
A Great Sight, the burning bush, wherein dwelt (2) A Great 
Guest, even Jehovah himself, who then and there laid upon 
Moses (3) A Great Mission, even that of delivering the Israel- 
ites from Egypt. 

Lesson 8.—The appointed work of Moses goes on. Plague 
succeeds plague to compel Pharaoh’s submission, but he resists 
until the decree against the first-born goes forth and is exe- 
cuted as threatened. In this terrible infliction the Israelites 
were Delivered from Death, by slaying (1) The Lamb, 
sprinkling (2) The Blood, and thus keeping (3) The Pass- 
over, as the Lord had appointed. 

Lesson 9.—But Pharaoh regretted his relaxation of pur- 
pose, and quickly instituted a vigorous pursuit of the liberated 
bondmen, And again the Lord interposed, and they were 
Delivered from Enemies by the marvelous experience at the 
Red Sea, in which are three conspicuous features: (1) Israel 
Delivered, (2) Enemies Destroyed, (3) God Triumphant. 

Lesson 10.—Advancing into the wilderness after these 
signal acts of God, the lack of their customary food, poor 
though it had been, afflicts them. They cry out in appre- 
hension of starvation, but God hears and helps. They were 
Delivered from Hunger. The lesson displays (1) A Murmur- 
ing People, (2) A Glorious Lord, (3) An Abundant Provision, 
through the manna and the quails, 

Lesson 11.—Continuing their journey as the Lord led them, 
they came at last to Mount Sinai, where God delivers to them 
his law by the first portion of which they are Delivered from 
Ignorance of Duty Toward God. In this lesson is (1) God’s 
Revelation of Himself, (2) God’s Law Concerning Himself, 
and (3) God’s Law Concerning his Sabbath, covering the first 
four commandments. : 

Lesson 12.—This completes the disclosure of God’s moral 
law, and by it Israel is Delivered from Ignorance of Duty 
toward Man, the last six commandments presenting (1) God’s 
Law in the Home, and (2) God’s Law in the Community. 
The closing verses of the lesson present (3) God’s Law in its 
Sacredness, as shown by the impressive accompaniments of 
the law-giving. 

Lessons 5-8 cover events which transpired while the bond- 
age still continued. Lessons 9-12 refer to events after they 
marched out of Egypt into freedom. 

Throughout the entire series of the quarter the Bondage, 
whether of Joseph or Israel, is such as no human power could 
loose, while the Deliverances are such as none but God could 
bring. All, therefore, illustrate the fact declared in the 
golden text: “There is no other God that can deliver after 
this sort.” . 





THE DELIVERERS AND THE 
DELIVERED. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


The first four lessons of the past quarter have been devoted 
to Joseph’s life, because, for the time being, that life was the 
history of the Divine process. How strange it would have 
sounded to the Ishmaelite slave-dealers and their prisoner if 
they had been told that the most important person in the 


world then was that poor forlorn boy! Jacob and his other 
sons drop out of the story, because nothing is happening to 
them of any moment for the furtherance of God’s plan. All 
is centred on this life. So it is often in the progress of reve- 
lation. It becomes biography, because the advancement of 
the Divine purpose depends on a single man. In this respect, 
as in others, Joseph is a feebler instance of the same princi- 
ple which has made the “ gospel” for the world the biography 
of aman. This life is important in several aspects. It is, 
first, the chief means employed for bringing Israel to Egypt. 
It is also a typical specimen of the law for all God’s servants, 
Per crucem ad lucem,—“ Through suffering to dignity.” It is, 
too, a kind of foreshadowing of the ideal relation of Israel to 
the kingdoms of the world. It is, in virtue of both of these 
latter characteristics, a prophecy, in some respects, of the 
Messiah. 

If we look at the four lessons as’a whole, they suggest some 
important truths. They begin with the deepest humiliation 
and sorrow, wrought by brothers’ hands on an innocent suf- 
ferer, which sufferings had a great purpose of blessing for the 
evil-doers, of which they were unconscious. The narrative 
only needs to be thus thrown into a general form in order to 
show how profoundly prophetic of the highest truth it is. 
The antagonism between the sons of one father repeats the 
experience of Cain and Abel, of Isaac and Ishmael, of Jacob 
and Esau, anticipates that of David and the sons of Jesse, 





and proclaims the solemn truth, which Christ himself tells us 
his coming makes more bitter and more sure, that of separa- 
tion between the nearest when their relations to God and 
goodness are unlike. Behind the hatred, envy, and greed of 
the brothers, the sordid indifference of the Ishmaelites, the 
passion of the temptress, the severity of her husband, the 
rigor of the prison, the forgetfulness of the courtier, God 
moved, wrapping his purpose in darkness, and steadily accom- 
plishing it by even sin. There are no visions or “interfer- 
ences with the course of nature” in Joseph’s life. We are 
in quite another atmosphere from that in which the patri- 
archs lived. Instead of “ appearances” and distinct commu- 
nications, we have dreams for the moving powers, and God 
speaks only through them. But the whole narrative is as full 
of God as if every page recorded a miracle. If we rightly 
learn the lesson of the methods of his providence taught by 
this history, we shall have our eyes purged to behold him at 
work as surely and directly, in the midst of the play of men’s 
passions and the prose of common life, as if we saw his arm 
made bare in signs and wonders. The story of Joseph marks 
a change in his manner of working, from what we call miracu- 
lous to what we call ordinary; and its great teaching is, that 
the one is as divine as the other. 

Exaltation follows humiliation. The prison is the path to 
the throne, Observe the singular parallel between the his- 
tory of Joseph and that of Daniel: both captives; both 
brought to the court of the great representative of the 
world’s power, as opposed to God’s; both brought to 
honor by interpretation of the king’s dream; both ap- 
pointed to high political office. Both of these lives fall 
under the general law, which runs through all history, that 
God’s chosen servants are trained by suffering for power, and 
have to learn sorrow that they may be fit for service. In the 
form of outward trial, or in that of inward conflict, every 
man who is honored to be an instrument in God’s hands “ to 
save much people alive,” has to drink of the cup which he 
who only is truly the Saviour of all men had to drink. The 
path to true honor and elevation is always thorny, and has 
to be trodden with bleeding feet. So Joseph is a type of 
Christ in no mere fantastic fashion, but because, in his nar- 
rower sphere of blessing, he too had to be “made perfect by 
suffering.” All the army of the faithful have to be so too, 
and chiefly the captain of the host. And, as the sufferings 
are our apprenticeship for service here, so all the training, 
which is largely effected by suffering, which we receive in 
this world, is but apprenticeship for the higher service of 
heaven. The explanation of Joseph’s life which Psalm 105 
gives is the key to every Christian life: “Until the time that 
his word came; the word of the Lord tried him.” 

Joseph’s exaltation was for the good of others. It teaches 
the meaning of all power and dignity and office; the aim 
which ambition should keep in sight, if it is not to become 
devilish, but which one sees little of in the selfish scrambling 
which makes up so much of political life. The chief is to be 
the servant. The meaning of authority and gifts, the law for 
Christ’s kingdom, which none of the subjects obeys so abso- 
lutely as the King, is shadowed forth in Joseph’s exaltation 
and its purpose. . 

His disclosure of himself to his brethren is not only a piece 
of the most wonderful pathos in any literature, but it teaches 
great truths and forebodes greater. It is the very sublime 
of patient love, which has no memory for injuries, and_no 
revenge but good. There, away back in these wild days, 
among the fierce and ignoble passions of his brethren, the 
calm forgiveness of the ruler, who could so easily have 
crushed them all, shines out like a bit of peaceful blue sky 
amid ragged thunder-clouds. Sorrow had so completely done 
its work in killing the seeds of anger, that not even the sune 
shine of power could cause them to germinate. This man 
had learned love where he had found God, and had brought 
the pearl of great price from the depths. He is not overcome 
of evil, but overcomes evil with good; and thus, from the 
earliest age, Israel had recorded a pattern of that divine gen- 
tleness which was afterwards perfected in the Brother who 
stoops from his throne to forgive his enemies and to soothe 
their fears. ‘ 

The climax of the story of Joseph is reached, and he ceases 
to be of importance, when his tribe are, by his intervention, 
planted in Goshen. He has done his work, and the narra- 
tive drops him; for men are of note in Scripture only as long 
as the Divine purpose works through them. The innocent 
sufferer, sharing the royalty of the land, not only forgives the 
evil which has so strangely led to his exaltation, but uses his 
power to rescue his brethren from certain death, and to estab- 
lish them in peace in the land which he rules. By such 
strange ways does God reach his ends. So wonderful is the 
wise alchemy which distills good out of ¢vil. So fruitless are 
all attempts to thwart his purposes and to falsify his prom- 
ises. But besides such thoughts, the end of Joseph’s story 
surely has another lesson for us. Was it all accidental that 
the language.in which it is told can, without changing a 
word, be used to tell what Christ does for us? Shall we not 
miss one chief use to us of the whole lovely picture if we fail 
to see shining through the figure of Pharaoh’s viceroy, the 
benefactor of his sinful brothers, who settles them in the fat- 
ness of the land over which he rules, the image of the beloved 
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Son of God, delivered for ehvy by his brethren, exalted to be 
a Prince and a Saviour, and giving to us all, if we will accept 
it at his hands, rights of citizenship in the land, and a share 


»in his very throne? 


We pass next to the scanty record of the long sojourn in 
Egypt. Its brevity implies that no events of importance for 
the development of the Divine purpose happened during that 
period. There was a pause in the process of revelation. 
Imagination may fill up these unrecorded years with suppo- 
sitions of the leavening of Israel with Egyptian wisdom or 
idolatry. Probably there was some deterioration from even 
the not very high level at which the fathers of the tribes 
stood. But the only facts which are recorded are, we may be 
sure, the important ones. There are two. The first, which 
includes by far the greater half of the time, is the quiet 
growth of the people from a family intoanation. Untroubled 
domestic life, the peaceful pursuit of their avocations, and the 
consequent remarkable rapidity of their numerical increase, 
were the ends aimed at and accomplished by the removal to 
Egypt. The young sapling was fenced round in a sheltered 
place that it might grow. How far away would seem the 
life of their great ancestors, with its calls for heroism, and its 
sudden changes, its detachment from the order around, and 
its frequent communings with God himself! No doubt, as 
the drowsy years slid on, the love of ease would stifle some of 
the consciousness of a divinely given vocation, and the fertile 
plains of Goshen, without the visible glory of the Lord, 
would seem better than the hungry uplands where Abraham 
had nourished his faith, and walked as a stranger. Some 
would be saying, “Where is the promise of his coming?” 
and would begin to doubt whether the ancestral experiences 
of visions and covenant had not been dreams. So men build 
on the slopes of the volcano which they suppose extinct, and 
pasture their cattle in its crater; and then some day the fire 
begins to stir, and they find that the silence was but a pause. 

The other fact, which fills a comparatively small part of 
the period, is the persecution which was needed to loosen 
them from the soil, and to make them willing to go forth. 
It drove them together, for no people becomes truly a natton 
till it has had a baptism of suffering; and the growth of num- 
bers would have been useless, unless they had been consoli- 
dated, detached, and touched with common sympathies by 
means of common trials. It gave occasion, too, for the mani- 
festation of the Divine care in that, notwithstanding oppres- 
sion, they multiplied. Lopping only strengthened growth. 
So, for the first time, history taught the impotence of at- 
tempts to crush out the “feeble folk,” whose “dwelling is 
in the rocks.” 

“When the tale of bricks is doubled,” says the Jewish 
proverb, “then comes Moses.” Again the whole weight of 
God’s purposes is laid on one life. He comes at the right 
time, as all God’s messengers do, not before the evils which 
he is charged to cure have pressed sore, not too late to cure 
them. If he had come earlier, there had been no need for 
faith ; if later, there had been no room for it. A thousand 
dangers surround the frail ark among the flags, and’ threaten 
the more frail life slumbering in it; but God needs the child, 
and that is enough. Before he shall perish, the bosom of 
Pharaoh’s daughter shall be his pillow, and the palace his 
refuge. He who is to beard the king and to lead out the peo- 
ple is set close to the throne, that he may learn whom he 
has to grapple with, and that his love of his people may 
grow by absence, and his faith in God be strengthened by 
repeated tests. 

Then comes the dawn of a new period, when the old routine 
of life is broken up, and the silence of centuries broken. A 
period of supernatural wonders begins again. A new step in 
the mighty march of the Divine self-revelation is heralded 
by an outburst of heavenly light, and amid miracles and 
signs another day of the Lord dawns. The centre of the 
revelation which accompanied the call of Moses was not 
merely the promise of deliverance, which was only a tem- 
poral good, however precious, but the proclamation of the 
Divine nature as expressed in his mighty name, which is 
the foundation of eternal blessing to all the world. “I am 
that I am,” was the rock on which Israel’s existence was 


‘built, the great message which it was brought into being to 


conserve for and, in due time, to proclaim to, the world. The 
two greatest hours in the history of the world are that in 
which the solitary shepherd on Horeb heard that name 
sounding in his inward ear, and that in which the shepherds 
of Bethlehem looked on the manger, where lay God manifest 
in the flesh. 

The subsequent lessons tell the consequences of that mighty 
revelation of the name. The Passover enshrines the great 
traths of expiation, safety by the protecting blood, participa- 
tion in that as food which is the propitiation. It commemo- 
rates for future ages the deliverance of the nation, and points 
to the deliverer. It embodies principles of the Divine gov- 
ernment, which are found in their highest energy in the 
cross of Christ, and commemorated in perpetual thankfulness 
in the Lord’s Supper. 

The remaining lessons narrate the methods of the Divine 
education of the horde of slaves who were to be fashioned 
into the péoplgof God. It was not enough to strike the fet- 
ters from their limbs; their minds and wills needed emanci- 





pation; their spiritual nature had to be evoked and instructed. 
Like all dependent and enslaved races, they were unfit for 
freedom, and the only way to fit them for it was to run the 
risk of giving it to them, and supplying all possible help for 
the ordeal. 

So, first, came the stupendous exhibition of power, at once 
destructive, and delivering, at the Red Sea. It proclaimed 
to the cowering cowards, who shrieked for fear when they 
caught sight of the chariots hurtling down on their camp, 
that they had not to rely on their own weakness, but had 
God for their defender. The very appearance of their former 
masters brought back the old submission, and they were ready 
to yield without a blow. Such a temper would hopelessly 
unfit them for the tasks before them; therefore their very 


first lesson was courage based on confidence in the might of | 


their heavenly Friend. The parted waters became as a great 
doorway, through which they passed to meet the unknown 
perils of the wilderness, Their baptism in the sea was meant 
to wash away the taint of servile fear out of their hearts, and 
to breathe a better than natural valor into the soldiers of 
God, who fight best when they stand still, and let him fight 
for them, 

The triumph and confidence evoked by that great deliver- 
ance was short lived. In a month’s time, all the songs of vic- 
tory were forgotten. A new phase of the slavish temper 
appeared. Egypt had enervated them, taught them to love 
ease and plenty. “Plain living and high thinking” and 
holy aspiration go together. The manna was not meant 
merely to feed their bodies, but it was a lesson of temperance, 
of contentment with a bare sufficiency, and a protest against 
the sensual and senseless luxury which had rotted away their 
moral fibre. It carried the lesson of the Red Sea into,another 
region, and taught quiet trust in God, for daily support as 
well as for deliverance in the great crises of life. 

Thus two of the chief faults bred in the people by their 
Egyptian experience were dealt with, and the same faults in 
us are dealt with by the same truth, which was applied to 
cure theirs. We too have to combat fear by faith, built on 
God’s delivering power, and appetite, with the distrust 
accompanying it, by confidence in his providing care, and 
willingness to accept the food he sends. 

But the deepest need remained,—the knowledge of God’s 
will, which is more than necessary food. The love which 
gave deliverance and provision surpassed these gifts when it 
gave the law. The revelation of the name of Jehovah has 
the Ten Commandments for its consequence. His absolute, 
eternal, independent being, as the cause of all being, implies 
all the relations expressed in the first table of the law; and 
these imply the relations to men which shape the command- 
ments of the second. Israel was delivered from Egyptian 
bondage, not at the Red Sea, where only their bodies were 
secured from a return to slavery, but at Sinai, where their 
spirits were taught the truth, which shattered polytheism and 
idolatry, and gave the dim intuitions of conscience, which were 
more than half stifled by contact with the vices of an idolatrous 
civilization, new force and higher purity. Nor was the lib- 
eration confined to Israel; the world was set free on that day, 
for true liberty is in the knowledge of the true law, and in 
willing submission to it. The first step in the great emanci- 
pation of humanity was taken then; the second followed 
when the better Moses brought into the heart of the race a 
new life, which unfolds itself in joyful obedience, and bears 
the law written, not in tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of 
the heart. 

Manchester, England. 





REVIEW TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


Of course, the teacher’s preparation for review will have 
to be more careful than that for an ordinary lesson, since 
there must be a careful selection of the salient points to be 
touched upon. Half an hour with twelve lessons to glance 
at gives only two and a half minutes per lesson. Therefure 
prepare to do what thou doest quickly. Let the questions be 
simple, clear, and direct. Let them come swiftly, and, if 
possible, in chronological order. Leave minor details out, 
and strive to bring out the larger and more important features 
of the quarter’s lessons. Thus conducted, a review has charms 
which do not pertain to the single lesson. The lesson deals 
with detail; the review is only a bird’s-eye view of the land 
already traversed. 

Take up first the persons with whom our lessons have 
brought us into contact. They are Jacob, Joseph, his broth- 
ers, Ishmaelites, Potiphar, Pharaoh, Moses, Miriam, Pharaoh’s 
daughter, Jethro, Aaron. With each name call for the events 
connected with that name, and the land in which those events 
took place. This work should occupy about one-half of the 
time allotted to the work. It can easily be done by the super- 
intendent from the platform, or by the teacher in the class, 
If done from the platform, pause at its close, and rest yourself 
and the school by singing some lively hymn. That done, 
return to the work, along a different line. This time let the 
aim be to set forth the history of Israel, so that the Divine 
Providence which overruled all shall stand forth clearly mani- 
fested. To do this, use the blackboard, or, if in the class, a 








slate or a large sheet of paper, so that the eye may help the 
ear, The line now tobe followed is indicated by the following : 





GOING INTO 
STAYING IN 


Shiau or LGY PT, 


1. Going into Egypt.—Joseph goes first—asaslave. This 
seems a great mistake. Human vision, at that time, could 
see no silver lining to that cloud. All was dark. The best 
of the patriarchs is sold and in bondage. Then things go, 
apparently, from bad to worse. Joseph falls into prison. 
Surely nothing more disastrous can happen, unless it be his 
death. But before long another division of Israel arrives, 
and this time under far more favorable auspices, Jacob and 
all his family come, and are placed in the best of the land. 
Joseph is now in an exalted position, and practically rules 
the land. Now the cloud seems all silver; and bitter expe- 
riences and dark forebodings die away in the distant past, 
like a retreating thunder-storm. To human vision, the future 
seems assured, and even Jacob is content and happy. 

2. Staying in Eyypt.—For a while, Israel was doubtless well 
content with Egypt. Whyshould they not be? But a great 
change came before very long. A new dynasty, a cruel king, 
bondage made bitter once, then still further intensified, then 
made worse, and again worse (that is, (1) bricks; (2) male 
infants to be killed by midwives; (3) male infants to be killed 
by anybody that found thera; (4) bricks without straw fur- 
nished). No wonder that, in this state of affairs, faith should 
be eclipsed, and a bitter cry of outcast Israel ascend to heaven. 
The one ray of light,—namely, the adoption of Moses by 
Pharaoh’s daughter,—which Israel may have thought would 
bring a repetition of their experience under Joseph, was soon 
extinguished; and, with Moses a fugitive, all hope seemed to 
die. The silver cloud was now only lead-colored. 

3. Coming Out of Egypt.—Again the scene changes. All 
Egypt murmurs, and all Israel rejoices, The cloud is all glo- 
rious as the people march. Obscured for a while at the Red 
Sea, the sun again breaks forth with renewed splendor as 
Israel sings her song of triumph over Pharaoh’s hosts drowned 
in the returning waters. Now, as the scholars seem to hear 
Israel’s pean of victory, flash their thoughts back to the 
promise to Abraham. Show them how all was fulfilled, 
dark as well as bright experiences, and God’s word came 
true inevery particular. From this lesson concerning Israel, 
it is but a step to one that applies to each believer and each 
unbeliever. Israel (the believer) shall triumph at last. Pha- 
raoh (the unbeliever) shall at last be totally defeated. In 
spite of all appearances, this shall always be the outcome of 
God’s promises and workings. For though 

“Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan his work in vain; 
God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain.” 














HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


This review will be biographical, and furnished by the 
class from the lives of Joseph and Moses, but make most 
prominent the fact of God’s overruling care and purpose. 
Induce many of the children to answer such questions as the 
following: Who was the old father of twelve sons? What 
was the other name of Jacob? Who were called Israelites? 
Why was Joseph hated by his brethren? How did they 
show hatred to him? In whose house in Egypt did Joseph 
first live? How was he exalted? Whose spirit did the king 
say wasin him? To whom did Joseph give all the honor? 
How came his brothers to go down into Egypt? Did they 
deserve the brotherly love they found there? How did 
Joseph “overcome evil with good ” ? 

For which commandment does Joseph give us an example 
of obedience? How? When old Jacob stood before the 
king, what did the king ask him? What did Jacob do and 
say? “And Joseph died.” So did his brothers and all who 
came from Canaan; so did the king. And then, as years and 
years went by, how did the Israelites fare in Egypt? What 
did the new king say about them? What did he mean to 
do? How did he make their lives bitter ? 

What was the last plan of the king to destroy the men 
among the Hebrews? How did one mother try to save her 
“goodly child” from death? Let the children tell his name, 
and about the hiding and the finding, how the Lord caused 
him to be carried to the king’s daughter’s palace, how it was 
home and school for him, where he learned wisdom and 
knowledge for forty years. See what the children know of 
his life for the next forty years, how God showed him astrange 
sight, and gave him work todo. What did he promise him? 
Tell of his going back to the Israelites, and ask about the feast 
God bade his people to keep. What was it called? What 
does “pass-over” mean? What was to be sprinkled on the 
doors? What came to every house that was without the sign 
of the blood? Why should they eat the feast in haste? Who 
was to be the leader in going out of Egypt? Through what 
sea did they pass? Who pursued? What showed them the 
path to go? After the sea, how were they fed in the wilder- 
ness? Around what mountain were they encamped? Whe 
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spoke in the midst of fire and smoke? What were those 
words called? On what were they written? 

You have thus recalled ihe narrative in the three months’ 
study, and the children are prepared to take in the collected 
truth in a new presentation. Step by step as you give it, you 
can put these words on the board : 





I am THE Lorp Tuy Gop. 
I Have Seen. 
I Have Heagp, 
I Know. 
I witt DELriver. 
CERTAINLY I wILL BE WITH THEE. 











You have told of Jacob, Joseph, and Moses, but in all the 
story there was One who overruled all, and they were his 
servants. What did God say of himself when he gave the 
commandments? Three things he told about himself when 
he spoke from the burning bush to Moses. Hesaid: “Ihave 
seen.” Does he see every troubled heart and every tear now ? 
Is Jesus now as full of compassion as he was when on earth? 
He loves to pity and save. God said: “I have heard.” Can 
he hear even a whispered prayer or a call to him? Does he 
have time to hear every one, or does he lay away the request 
and forget as we do? He says: “Before they call I will 
answer, and while they are yet speaking, I will hear”’ What 
did God mean when he said, “I know”? He knows every 
sorrow, none too small for him to notice, none too great for 
him to be able to help. There is nothing too hard for God. 
It did not look as if there could be any help for two millions 
of slaves with king and masters over them; but God said 
“T am come down to deliver.” Did he deliver? 

What promise did God give Moses when he said, “Cer- 
tainly”? What was our first golden text? See if you can 
find the Lord in every lesson, In some you cannot find his 
name; but the proof of his présence with the Israelites is 
shown all the way, in the little ark, in the sea, the wilder- 
ness, on the mountain. Did God hear any murmurings? 
Did that make him less merciful? How were they fed? 
He said: “ Ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know 
that I am the Lord your God.” Do we know it from all 
these lessons? Do you know it from mercies given every 
hour of your life? Were the ten laws for us to obey? Will 
not obedience be a joy, if we remember all he has done for us, 
that he has given the certain promise of his presence, his 
constant care, and his forgiving love? 

If the review is thorough, there will be little time for a 
temperance or missionary lesson. Let us hope that no oppor- 
tunity is ever unused to teach both temperance and benevo- 
lence in the ordinary course cf teaching. Some may wish to 
curtail the review and use the selected lesson upon the taber- 
nacle building to emphasize some church-building or furnish- 
ing or missionary plan for work at home or abroad. The 
example of the building of the tabernacle is an impressive 
one, Tell the story briefly, how God called Moses to come 
up into the mountain, how he stayed there forty days and 
nights, and while there God gave him the exact pattern and 
measure of a tabernacle or place of worship he wanted the peo- 
ple to build for hisservice. Could they build of brick or stone 
such asour churches are built of now? They were in the wilder- 
ness, living in tents, travelers on their way to another land. 
How could they build? God himself taught them. If you 
have, or can make, a correct plan or picture of the tabernacle, 
use and explain. It was a tent with several coverings over a 
framework of boards all covered with gold, so fitted that it 
could all be taken apart like any tent, carried with them as 
they journeyed and set up again. God told Moses to call for 
offerings, for everybody to bring whatever they would give 
with a willing heart. They brought rings, bracelets, jewels, 
and gold. Nothing was too precious. The women took wool 
and “did spin with their hands.”’ They spun and wove cur- 
tains or hangings. Men and women worked and gave with 
joyful hearts to the service of God. If those wanderers in 
the wilderness were such willing givers, what should we do 
and give for Him whom we are taught to worship? 

Make this practical by the ,ians in which you have already 
engaged your elass for doing some benevolent work, and 
endeavor to strengthen the habit you are trying to form, of 
giving as the expression of thanks, of offerings for birthdays 
or festival times, for special mercies, for wants supplied, and 
teach the lesson that a truly grateful heart will be constantly 
trying to give others some cause for gratitude. In this and 
in every lesson on benevolence the teacher should remember 
that words spoken now will influence the future of the chil- 
dren, helping to decide whether they will become full-grown 
vigorous examples of Christian living and Christian giving, 
or be weak and dwarfed for the lack of broad culture in the 
principles of true liberality. 





QUARTERLY REVIEW QUESTIONS. 
BY EUGENE TAPPAN. 

Joseph and Moses.—1. Show that Joseph and Moses were 
born outside of Canaan. 2. Shew the relative place of each, 
as to age, in his father’s family. 3. What is said of their 
personal appearance? 4 What danger threatened the 


life of each when young? 5. Under what circumstances did 
each leave his home? 6. What is said about God's being with 
them? 7. Divide each life into three periods. 8. To what 
high political station did each rise? 9. How suddenly was 
each promoted in rank? 10. Into families of what rank did 
each marry? 11. What two sons had each? 12. How were 
Joseph and Moses alike in gentleness? 13. How did each 
show himself a man of action? 14. What forced journey did 
each make? 15. How did they nourish great nations? 16. 
For what exhibition of faith is each celebrated, in the Epistle 
tothe Hebrews? 17. To what place did each conduct Israel? 
18. What prophecy of Joseph was fulfilled by Moses? 19. 
What command of Joseph was performed by Moses? 20. How 
was the burial of each remarkable? 21. How was God’s 
providence shown in the life of each? 








TEMPERANCE LESSON. 


LESSON TEXT. 


(Lev. 10: 1-11.) 
COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 

1, And N&’dab and A-bi’hn, the| 1 And Nadab and Abihu, the 
sons of Aa‘ron, took either of sons of Aaron, took each of 
them his censer, and put fire them his censer, and put fire 
therein, and put incense thereon, therein, and laid incense 
and offered strange fire before thereon, and offered strange 
the Lorp, which he commanded fire before the Lorp, which 
them not. he had not commanded them. 


2. And there went out fire from 
the Lorp, and devoured them, 
and they died before the Lorn. ° 

8. Then M6’ses said unto Aa’- 
ron, This is i that the LorpD 
spake, saying, I will be sanctified 
in them that come nigh me, and 
before all the people I will.be 
glorified. And Aa‘ron held his 
peace. 

4. And M6’ses called Mish’a-el 
and El’zié-phian, the sons of Uz- 
zi’el the uncle of Aa’ron, and said 
unto them, Come near, carry your 
brethren from before the sanctu- 
ary out of the camp. 

6. So they went near, and car- 
ried them in their coats outof the 
camp; as M6’ses had said. 

6. And M6’ses said unto Aa’ron, 


2 And there came forth fire from 
before the Lorp, and devoured 
them, and they died before 

8the Lorp. Then Moses said 
unto Aaron, This is it that the 
Lorp spake, saying, I will be 
sanctified in them that !come 
nigh me, and before all the 
people I will be glorified. And 

4 Aaron held his peace. And 
Moses called Mishael and E!- 
zaphan, the sons of Uzziel 
the uncle of Aaron, and said 
unto them, Draw near, carry 
your brethren from before the 

5 sanctuary outof the camp. So 
they drew near, and carried 
them in their coats out of the 
camp; as Moses had said. 

6 And Moses said unto Aaron, 





and unto E-le-d’zar and unto Ith’- 
a-mir, his sons, Uncover not your 
heads, neither rend your clothes; 
lest ye die, and lest wrath come 
upon all the people: but let your 
brethren, the whole house of 
Is’ré-el, bewail the burning which 
the Lorp hath kindled. the whole house of Israel, be- 

7. And ye shall not go out from wail the burning which the 
the door of the tabernacle of the | 7 Lorp hath kindled. And ye 
congregation, lest ye die: for the shall not go out from the door 
anointing oil of the Lorp is upon of the tent of meeting, lest ye 
you. And they did according to die: for the anointing oil of 
the word of M6’ses. the Lorp is upon you. And 

8 And the Lorp spake unto| they did according to the 
Aa’ron, saying, word of Moses, 

9. Do not drink wine nor strong ; 
drink, thou, nor thy sons with| 8 And the Lorp spake unto 
thee, when ye go into the taber-| 9 Aaron, saying, Drink no wine 
nacle of the congregation, lest ye nor strong drink, thou, nor 
die: i shall be a statute for ever thy sons with thee, when ye 
throughout your generations : go into the tent of meeting, 

10. And that ye may put differ- that ye die not: itshall bea 
ence between holy and unholy, statute forever throughout 
and between unclean and clean; 10 your generations : and %that 

11, And that ye may teach the ye may put difference between 
children of Is’ra-el all the statutes the holy and the common, and 
which the Lorp hath spoken unto| between the unclean and the 
them by the hand of Mé’ses. 1 clean; and *that ye may teach 
the children of Israel all the 
statutes which the LorD hath 
spoken unto them by the hand 
of Moses. 


1Or, arenigh *Some ancient versions tender, Uncover not your heads. 
8Or, ye shali 


The American Committee would substitute the Divine name “ Jeho- 
vah” for *‘ the Longp”’ wherever it occurs, and would omit note %, 


and unto Eleazar and unto 
Ithamar, his sons, * Let not the 
hair of your heads go loose, 
neither rend your clothes; 
that ye die not, and that he be 
not wroth with all the congre- 
gation: but let your brethren, 














CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 1.—Nadab and Abihu were the two eldest sons of 
Aaron (Exod. 6: 23). They had been privileged to accom- 
pany their father and seventy of the elders of Israel unto the 
visible presence of God on Mount Sinai, upon the ratification 
of the covenant between Jehovah and the people (Exod. 24: 
9-11), and they had now been set apart to the priesthood 
with their father and their two brothers by solemn services, 
which are detailed in the two preceding chapters (Ley. 8 
and 9). The offering of incense was one of the most sacred 
offices of the ritual. Other offerings were presented at the 
brazen altar in the court, and burned there; incense was 
taken into the holy place, or the first apartment of the taber- 
nacle itself, and burned there upon the golden altar before 
the veil; or, on the great day of atonement, was taken into 
the holy of holies, and burned immediately before the ark 
and the mercy-seat. It was the nearest approach that could 
be made to God, and symbolized priestly intercession on be- 
half of the people. Specific directions were given for com- 
pounding this incense; it was a capita) effense to prepare it 





for any ordinary purpose (Exod. 30 : 34-38), and no “ strange 
incense” different from that which was thus divinely directed 
might be offered unto God (Exod. 30:9). Offered strange fire 
before the Lord: The Lord had just signified, in a miraculous 
manner, his acceptance of Aaron and his sons as priests, by 
kindling the fire upon the altar and consuming the sacrifice 
(Lev. 9:24). This fire was never to be extinguished (6: 12, 18). 
On the day of atonement, and doubtless on other occasions, 
this sacred fire was to be used in offering incense (16: 12, 13). 
The sin here charged is probably that of using other than 
this hallowed fire from the altar of sacrifice in their presenta- 
tion of incense, Prayer can only be acceptably offered on 
the basis of an adequate atoning sacrifice; and God can only 
be acceptably approached in the way that he has himself 
prescribed. Other irregularities have also been suspected, as 
that they had not yet been authorized or directed to offer 
incense; that this was not the appointed hour for its presen- 
tation; and it has been inferred from Leviticus 16: 1, 2, that 
they may even have ventured into the holy of holies. 


Verse 2.—Their sin, whatever it may have been, was greatly 
aggravated by the circumstances under which it was com- 
mitted, and the sacred office into which they had just been 
inducted; and it was instantaneously and awfully punished, 
as were those who took part at asubsequent time in the rebel- 
lion of Korah (Num. 16: 35; comp. 2 Kings1: 10). De- 
voured them: Destroyed their lives (comp. 2 Sam. 2; 26). 
Their bodies were not consumed; even their clothing was 
unharmed (vy. 5), as if they had been killed by a flash of 
lightning.— Died before the Lord: “Before the Lord” here 
evidently means, not in the holy of holies, as in the first 
clause of this verse and in Leviticus 16: 13, nor in the holy 
place, as in chapter 4: 6, 7, but, as appears from verse 4, in 
the court near the entrance of the tabernacle, as in chapter 
1:5. They perished, as it would appear, just as they were 
about to go into the tabernacle. 

Verse 3.—Moses interprets to Aaron the meaning of this 
awful dispensation. The words here attributed to the Lord 
are in poetic parallels. The meaning is not that they had 
been uttered on some previous occasion (yet comp. Exod. 
19 : 22), but that this is the language of the event which had 
just taken place. I will be sanctified in them: Not merely that 
I must be treated as holy, regarded with the utmost reverence 
by them, but I will vindicate my holiness upon them, I will 
show myself a holy God by my dealings with them.—That 
come nigh me: Or, more exactly rendered in the Revision 
margin, “are nigh me,” who are privileged to approach me 
in the exercise of sacred functions, or are in near relation to 
me. The phrase is especially used of the priests, as medi- 
ators between God and the people (Ley. 21 : 21; Num.16; 5; 
Ezek. 42: 13; 43; 19).—Before all the people: As the offense 
was publicly committed, so must the penalty be, that thus 
God might be glorified in the view of all.—Aaron held his 
peace: With silent acquiescence in the Divine will. 

Verse 4.—Mishael and Elzaphan: See Exodus 6 : 22.—Sons 
of Uzziel: That is, descendants. It appears from Numbers 
3 : 27, 28, that Uzziel and his three brothers (Exod. 6: 18) 
had at this time 8,600 male descendants, and as many, doubt- 
less, of the other sex,—an average of 4,300 each; which makes 
it perfectly plain that several generations must have inter- 
vened.—The uncle of Aaron: That is, the brother, not of his 
own father, but of his paternal ancestor.— Your brethren: 
Used in a wide sense of kindred, as in Genesis 13 : 8.— Out of 
the camp: For interment. 

Verse 5.—Jn their coats: The official dress with which they 
had but recently been invested (8 : 13). 

Verse 6.—Eleazar and Ithamar ; See Numbers 3 : 2-4.— Un- 
cover not your heads: By removing their mitre and sacred 
bonnets (Lev. 8 : 9-13), as asign of grief. Better rendered, 
as in the Revision, “ Let not the hair of your heads go loose,” 
in a disheveled, neglected state, as was the habit of mourners. 
—Neither rend your clothes: In token of distress and grief. 
This did not befit their sacred character, Their obligations 
to God and to his sanctuary must take precedence of every 
private and personal relation (Lev. 21: 10-12). And these 
outward signs of mourning might, under the circumstances, 
be interpreted as betraying a want of accord with the will of 
God as shown in his dealings, which was out of character for 
the ministers of his sanctuary (Deut. 33 : 9).—Lest wrath come 
upon all the people: More exactly rendered in the Revision, 
“that he be not wroth with all the congregation.” In conse- 
quence of their official and representative character, their 
trespass would bring calamity on the whole people, asa nation 
suffers from the wickedness and folly of its rulers or its influ- 
ential citizens (Josh. 22: 20). Or the meaning may be, if 
they, the priests, should perish, there would be none to atone 
for the sins of the people, or mediate on their behalf before 
God.— Let your brethren ... bewail the burning : Those who were 
not in the sacred office of the priesthood might testify their 
grief at this most distressing occurrence. 

Verse 7.—Ye shall not go out: The seven days appointed 
for their consecration (8:3) were at an end (9:1). But 
they were now in the midst of sacred services consequent upon 
it. It was the first occasion of Aaron’s officiating as high- 
priest (9 : 7, etc.), with his sons as helpers (see 9; 9, 12, 18, 
20); and the solemnities of the day were not yet concluded 
(10 : 12, eto.)——From the door: The original word means 
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opening, entrance, or doorway. The entrance of the taber- 
nacle was closed, not by a solid door, but by a richly wrought 
hanging suspended upon pillars (Exod. 26 : 36, 37).—Of the 
tabernacle of thé congregation: More correctly rendered in the 
Revision, “the tent of meeting.” It was not so called as the 
place for the assembling of the congregation, but as the spot 
where the people met with God, and God with them (Exod. 
29 : 42, 48).—The anointing oil of the Lord is upon you: It 
was upon Aaron in the proper and fullest sense, having been 
poured upon his head as a symbol of the impartation of the 
Holy Ghost to qualify him for his high office (8:12). And 
mingled with blood of atonement, it was sprinkled both 
upon Aaron and his sons, and upon their official dresses 
(8 : 30). They were thus consecrated and bound to the 
Lord’s service, and must not desert their posts for any earthly 
reason. 

Verse 8.—The Divine communications were usually made 
to Moses, or to Moses and Aaron, but this directly to Aaron 
himeelf. 

Verse 9.—The connection in which this prohibition stands 
seems to imply, and has by many interpreters been under- 
stood to imply, that the sin of Nadab and Abihu was that 
they had partaken too freely of the wine, or strong drink, 
which was offered with the sacrifices (Exod. 29: 40; Num. 
28:7). Whether this was the case or not, the fearful retri- 
bution which had just been inflicted emphasized the injunc- 
tion; for it showed the imperative necessity of their being in 
full possession of all their faculties, so that they could be 
thoroughly observant and on their guard when engaged in 
duties of such solemnity, and where heedless transgression 
was so offensive to God, and would be so sternly punished. 
To guard against all possibility of an offense arising from over- 
indulgence, they are bidden on such occasions to abstain en- 
tirely, not only from wines of the most intoxicating grade, 
but from all wine, even the least stimulating. Wine is the 
fermented juice of the grapes; strong drink was prepared by 
fermentation from honey, dates, or barley. Distilled liquors 
were not known; and adulterated liquors are fraudulent and 
poisonous compounds, 

Verses 10, 11.—It was the priest’s duty to instruct the peo- 
ple in the ritual requirements (Mal. 2:7), and to discriminate 
between the holy and the common (Rev.),—not “unholy” (Auth. 
Ver.),—what is sacred, and what may be used for ordinary 
purposes; and between the unclean and the clean, in food (Lev. 
11), and in states requiring purification (chap. 18), etc. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D., LL.D. 
OBEDIENCE OR DEATH. 


Spectacular shows do not change hearts, The Israelites are 
worshipping a calf, and debauched in lust, in less than forty 
days after Sinai. And notwithstanding three thousand had 
died there, Nadab and Abihu, who went into the pavilion 
of God on the mount, and saw the sapphire pavement under 
Jehovah’s feet, and heard the commands of authéfity, dis- 
regarded them in a few months. They cannot even observe the 
order of their daily service. God is a consuming fire to all dross, 
and if a man be nothing else, all goes. What were their heed- 
less lives compared to the lessons taught by their deaths? 

The reason of their recklessness seems to be that they were 
inebriated. God’s minister is to be filled with the Spirit, not 
with wine, wherein is excess. Hence God’s prohibitory law 
(v.9). It is the statute forever throughout your generations, 
and is certainly applicable now. Ministers and teachers are 
not to incapacitate themselves from discerning a difference 
between the holy and unholy, the clean and unclean, and 
causing others to see it. As I write comes the news of an 
engineer who dashes himself and two trains into ruin because 
of faculties stupified by drink. The responsible sin of that 
holocaust of murder lay in the numbing of his faculties. 

Every good to individuals and peoples, in these six months’ 
studies, has hinged on obedience; every disaster and death, 
on disobedience. So it is in all subsequent Scriptures between 
Sinai and Patmos, All God ean promise, is conditioned on 
all man can perform. “The greatest word in all languages is 
oucut.” The willing and obedient eat the good of the land. 
It is not our duty to understand, that is the province of infinite 
knowledge, but it is the province of finite allegiance to obey. 

“ Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, 
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” 


We turn now to the one perfect Man, who was obedient 
even unto death, 





MISSIONARY LESSON. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Exod. 35 : 20-29.) 


COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 

20, And all the congregation of | 20 And all thé co tion of 
the children of Is’rf-el departed | the ehildren of meds Siptinted 
from the presence of Mé/ses, from the presence of Moses. 

21. And they came, every one|21 And they came, every one 
whose heart stirred him up, and whose heart stirred him up, 
tvery one Whomyhis Spirit made and every one whom his spirit 
Willing, end they brought the’ made willing, end brought the 





Lorp’s offering to the work of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, 
and for all his service, and for 
the holy garments. 

22, And they came, both men 
and women, as many a8 were 
willing hearted, and brought 
bracelets, and earrings, and 
rings, and tablets, all jewels of 
gold: and every man that offered, 
offered an offering of gold unto 
the Lorp. 

28. And every man, with whom 
was found blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, and fine linen, and goats’ 
hair, and red skins of rams, and 
badgers’ skins, brought them. 

24, Every one that did offer an 
offering of silverand brass brought 
the Lorn’s offering: and every 
man, with whom was found shit- 
tim wood for any work of the ser- 
vice, brought i, 

2. And all the women that 
were wise hearted did spin with 
their hands, and brought that 
which they had spun, both of 
blue, and of purple, and of scar- 
let, and of fine linen, 

26. And all the women whose 
heart stirred them up in wisdom 
spun goats’ hair. 

27. And the rulers brought 
onyx stones, and stones to be 
set, for the ephod, and for the 
breastplate ; 

28. And spice, and oil for the 
light, and for the anointing oil, 
and for the sweet incense. 

29. The children of Is’ré-el 
brought a willing offering unto 
the LorD, every man and woman, 
whose heart made them willing 
to bring for all manner of work, 
which the Lorp had com- 
manded to be made by the hand 
of M6/ses, 





Lorp’s offering, for the work 
of the tent of meeting, and 
for all the service thereof, 
and for the holy garments. 
22 And they came, both men and 
women, as many as were will- 
ing hearted, and brought 
brooches, and earrings, and 
signet-rings, and 2 armlets, all 
jewels of gold; even every 
man that offered an offering of 
28 gold unto the Lorp. And 
every man, with whom was 
found blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, and fine linen, and 
goats’ Aair, and rams’ skins 
‘dyed red, and sealskins, 
24 brought them. Every one 
that did offer an offering of 
silver and brass brought the 
Lorp’s offering: and every 
man, with whom was found 
acacia wood for any work of 
25 the service, brought it. And 
all the women that were wise 
hearted did spin with their 
hands, and brought that 
which they had spun, the 
blue, and the purple, the scar- 
26 let, and the fine linen. And 
all the women whose heart 
stirred them up in wisdom 
27 spun the goats’ hair. And the 
rulers brought the *%onyx 
stones, and the stones to be 
set, for the ephod, and for the 
28 breastplate ; and the spice, and 
the oil; for the light, and for 
the anointing oil, and for the 
29 sweet incense. The children 
of Israel brought a freewill 
offering unto the LorD; every 
man and woman, whose heart 
made them willing to bring 
for all the work, which the 
Lorp had commanded to be 
made by the hand of Moses. 





—— 


10r, nose-rings %OQr, necklaces %Or, beryl 
The American Committee would substitute the Divine name “ Jeho- 
vah” for “the LonD” wherever it occurs. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 20.—Moses had summoned the people (v. 1), and, 
after charging them to observe the sabbath, which was the 
perpetual sign of God’s covenant, he informed them of the 
Lord’s willingness to receive offerings from such as were of a 
Willing heart, for the construction of a tabernacle in which 
he might dwell among them, God was about to honor them 
as no people on earth had ever been honored, by establishing 
his abode in the midst of them. And it was their privilege 
to contribute the materials for this Divine habitation. This 
sacred erection in the camp of Israel points forward to the 
time when all mankind shall be redeemed from Satan’s bond- 
age, and shall be made the people of the Lord, and he shall 
dwell with them (Rev. 21:3). To this consummation, all 
who love the Lord, and who desire to take part in the build- 
ing of his earthly temple, are permitted to contribute. Upon 
hearing the suggestion of Moses, the people left forthwith, in 
order to act upon it. 

Verse 21.—No tax was laid upon the people, no forced con- 
tribution required ; no command was given, no urgency used. 
But there was a spontaneous outpouring of gifts from willing 
hearts, each forward and zealous to have a share in the godly 
enterprise, and bring his offering to the Lord. These were 
for three purposes: 1. For the work of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, or, rather, as in the Revision, “the tent of meet- 
ing,” the construction of the sanctuary, where they were to 
meet with God; 2, for all the servite thereof, for the conduct of 
Divine worship there; and, 3, for the holy garments, the dress 
of the officiating priests. 

Verse 22.—And they came, both men and women: The readi- 

ness and promptness of all of either sex to offer what they 
could is emphasized afresh in 2 Corinthians 8:12; 9:7. 
Those who had jewelry and ornaments brought them, gladly 
surrendering what had served for the decoration of their 
persons to this high and holy use. These are most accurately 
rendered, in the Revision, brooches (or, clasps), and earrings, 
and signet-rings, and armlets [marg., Or, necklaces], all jewels of 
gold: even every man that offered an offering of gold unto the 
Lord: Gold in any form, whether articles manufactured of 
this metal, or lumps of unwrought gold. Coins were not then 
in use. Gold was required for overlaying the entire taber- 
nacle, and for all the vessela, both of the holy and most holy 
place. 
Verse 23.— Blue, and purple, and scarlet: That is, wool dyed 
with these colors, which, with fine linen, or perhaps cotton, 
was used for making the interior lining of the sanctuary 
(36 : 8), the veil, hangings in front of the tabernacle and at 
the entrance of the court, also the high-priest’s dress.-— Goats’ 
hair, and rams’ skins dyed red, and sealekins (not, as in Auth. 
Ver., “ badgers’ skins”): For the successive coverings of the 
tabernacle. 

Verse 24.—Silver: Used for the sockets on which the up- 
right boards or plank rested which formed the frame of the 





tabernacle (36 : 24, 26, 30); also for the sockets of the pillars 
that supported the veil (36 : 36), as well as for the hooks and 
fillets of the pillars that surrounded the court (38: 27, 28).— 
Brass, or copper, was the metal of the court, used for the 
laver, and for overlaying the altar of burnt offering and the 
pillars which marked the limits of the court (38 : 30, 31).— 
Shiitim wood, that is, asin the Revision, “acacia wood,” as 
the only accessible wood in the desert, was used for all the 
woodwork of the sanctuary and its vessels, 

Verse 25.—All the women that were wise hearted (that is, 
skillful) did spin: Spinning was a female occupation (Prov. 
81 : 19), and is so pictured on the monuments of Egypt. The 
same monuments show that weaving was performed by men, 
and this was the case in the work done for the Mosaic sanc- 
tuary (35 : 35), though in later times women are spoken of as 
weaving (2 Kings 23:7). 

Verse 27.—Gems and precious stones, being more costly, 
were brought by persons of wealth and distinction. These 
were engraved with the names of the different tribes, and 
were set on the shoulders of the ephod and in the breastplate 
worn by the high-priest as the representative of the entire 
people before God. 

Verse 28.—And spice... for the anointing oil, and for the 
sweet incense : Which were compounded according to the direc- 
tion given in Exodus 30 : 23-25; 30:34. Oil was likewise 
used for the lamps on the golden candlestick, 

Verse 29.—The willingness and alacrity with which these 
offerings were brought is here again remarked upon. There 
was no backwardness or reluctance; there was no need of 
argument or persuasion, or of presenting considerations of 
duty. The amounts contributed seem so prodigious that infi- 
delity has made it an occasion of cavil, and questioned the 
possibility of such offerings being made under the circum- 
stances. The contributions, in fact, exceeded the amount 
required, and it became necessary to arrest them by procla- 
mation that no more could be accepted (36: 5-7). The people 
had been redeemed from Egypt by God’s mighty hand. A 
passage-way had been opened for them through the Red Sea. 
God was sustaining them in the desert by supplies of manna 
furnished day by day. He had revealed his law to them 
amidst the awful glories of Sinai. He had promised to take 
up his abode in the midst of them, With'a grateful sense of 
his amazing benefits, with a recognition of the fact that they 
and all theirs belonged to God, with eager longings for his 
promised presence among them, they gave freely and gladly 
of such things as they had for the building of the tabernacle. 
What return are we willing to make for God’s unspeakable 
giftto us? If our attachment to our Lord, and our interest 
in the advancement of his kingdom and the salvation of im- 
mortal souls, were to be measured by the offerings which we 
make to testify to the one and to promote the other, should 
we be reckoned among those who love much ? 
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New York, state, at Syracu sossee sores DUNG Q-A1 
Dakota, state, at Watertown,.....e.e0 sere June 14-16 
Towa, state, at Des Moines......... June 15-17 
Colorado, state, at Greely........00- secsvooce socces covscovoeces June 21-23 
Indiana, state, at ColumbuB............cccscccsscres sessseees June 21-23 
Minnesota, state, at Litchfield...........0.cccsecese soveceees June 28-30 
Wyoming, territorial, at Rawlins ............ccs0eseeeeeee June 29, 30 
Pennsylvania, state, at Harrisburg...........0s0+se0seOctober 11-13 





THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL CONVENTION. 


The first regular session of the Fifth International 
Sunday-school Convention opened at Battery D Armory, 
in Chicago, on Wednesday morning, June 1, and the last 
closed on Friday evening, June 8. There were three ses- 
sions a day, or nine sessions in all. Denominationalism, 
for the time, seemed utterly forgotten. It was of more in- 
terest for a member from Alabama to know that he linked 
his heart with a member from Maine, than for a Presby- 
terian from Alaska to know that he touched elbows with 
a Methodist or Baptist from Texas, or with an Episcopa- 
lian from Prince Edward’s Island or Toronto. 

The programme, which had been well laid out by the 
Executive Committee, called for a preliminary meeting 
to be held on Tuesday evening, May 31. 


PRELIMINARY MEETING—TUESDAY EVENING. 


The Preliminary meeting is the introduction, or preface, 
to the opening volume, It is the first great hand-shake 
that warms up the heart for the coming work of the 
Convention; it turns the switches of thought, and starts 
the train on the right track for the great run of the next 
three days, 

According to arrangement, Mr. John Benham, of Chi- 
cago, president of the Cook County Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation, took the chair, and opened the meeting, Here 
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let it be said that a chilly, rainy day on the shore of Lake 
Michigan is not calculated to elevate the spirits. But 
under the leadership of Mr. E. O. Excell, the voice of 
sacred song soon rang through the building with that genu- 
ineness of spirit which does not depend upon weather. 
The singing was followed by prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Warren Randolph of Providence, Rhode Island. 

The speakers of the evening (with one exception) were 
all members of the Lesson Committee. First came the 
Rev. Dr. John A. Broadus of Louisville, Kentucky. Dr. 
Broadus spoke of the Sunday-school as one of the great- 
est and best elements of civilization. He knew there 
were some who found fault with the International les- 
sons. He wished that all such would come straight to the 
Committee who selected these lessons; he would like to 
have an opportunity of telling them something of the 
difficulties attending the labors of the Committee. Ob- 
jections are cheap. Any one can object to anything. 

But to point out faults in a friendly spirit, with a desire 
to help the erring, is another thing. Objectors of that 
kind the Committee were glad to meet, for the Committee 
knew as well as anybody that the selections were not free 
frofa objections. Dr. Broadus’s chief point, however, 
was the increased desire among the masses for expository 
preaching and teaching. This means an increased con- 
fidence in the Word of God as the final authority, rather 
than any dictum of sect or individual, The tendency 
now is to look to the Bible, rather than to go to the clergy, 
_or to any mere man, for the rule of life; and this state of 
things has been largely brought about by the Inter- 
national lesson system. A growing interest in the Bible 
as a book, and as the final authority, which each one may 

hold and appeal to for himself, is one result that these 
conventions have accomplished. 

In a different strain, Professor H. Louis Baugher of 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, spoke of our danger of edu- 
cating the head at the expense of the heart. He said it 
would be better to have religious instruction at home, 
and no Sunday-school, than Sunday-school instruction 

to the Pde of home teaching. We can glorify the 
Sunday-school without resting too much on it. 

Professor J. I. D. Hinds of Tennessee followed with an 
amusing account of the Sunday-school of former days. 
When he was a boy, it was a sort of a sin to read less 
than a whole chapter in the Bible after it was once 

‘begun. How sadly our International Lesson Committee 

has departed from the straight path of our fathers in its 
grasshopper, hop-skip-and-jump system of lessons! But 
this same system, entered upon timidly and with much 
opposition, has now crossed seas and mountains, and 
taken up its abode in every nation and every clime. 
Then the Bible was read; now it is studied. Then 
religion was theoretical; now it is practical. Then the 
church-member belonged to the world during the week, 
and was pious on Sunday; drank and.swore and danced 
until the revival came on, and then was reconverted. 
Now we are learning that religion belongs to every sea- 
son, every day, and every hour, and the general morality 
of the masses of the people is greatly improved. This 
result is, in his opinion, largely due to the better study 
of the Bible, and the increased influence of the Sunday- 
school, all of which have been the natural consequence 
of the uniform lesson. 

The Rev. C. N. Pond of Ohio, in a brief address, said 
he would like every nation to have its national Sunday- 
school convention, and then a great international con- 
vention to assemble every five years. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, 


The first regular session was opened by reading and 


prayer by the Rev. Dr. Broadus. In the absence of 
Governor Colquitt of Georgia, and of General Clinton B. 
Fisk of New Jersey,—who had been counted on as pre- 
siding officers,—Mr. Ira H. Evans of Texas was summoned 
to the chair temporarily. Mr. E. 8. Wagoner of Penn- 
sylvania was chosen as temporary secretary; while a 
committee was appointed to nominate permanent officers 
of the Convention. 

General Fisk entering the hall, he was called to the 
chair by Mr. Evans. On taking his place, he said that, 
having been but a few minutes in the city, he had had 
no time to prepare an extempore speech. But while 
riding on the Limited Express, with unlimited comfort 
and unlimited charges, he had had plenty of time for 
meditation, and his thoughts had gone back to the first 
meeting of the Sunday-school hosts. The Rev. Dr. 
Ezra, secretary of the Judea and Galilee Tract Society, 
occupied the place now filled by Brother Jacobs; and 
Nehemiah, the reform mayor of Jerusalem, was a promi- 
nent delegate. It was a grand gathering of grand men. 
Twenty-three centuries later, two hundred and twenty- 
four delegates assembled in the Chatham Street Chapel, 





in New York, to consult as to the interests of the Sun- 
day-schools. The presiding officer of that convention 
was the Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen,—a name which is 
like ointment poured forth, and the mention of which 
makes us say : 


** Oh for the touch of a vanished hand, 

And the sound of a voice that is still.” 
William E. Dodge, Nathan Banks, John P. Durbin, and 
others of sainted memory, were there, and the work they 
did is dear to us still. Great progress has been made 
since then, until to-day we stand in this marvelous city 
of this great country in this great International Conven- 
tion. 

Addresses of welcome were made by the Rev. Dr. E. P. 
Goodwin and Mr. E. Nelson Blake, both of Chicago. 
The former spoke of the present as a perilous day of 
insubordinations, of free-thinking, a day of the perish- 
ing of family government; and, in his opinion, the only 
remedy for these evils is in the teaching of the Bible as 
the infallible Word of God. 

In response to the addresses, the Rev. Dr. W. H. 
Withrow of Ontario spoke of the encouraging state of 
things in his province of the Canadian Dominion. 
A type of Christian civilization which is not excelled in 
any place on earth exists there. Neither in the land of 
the Puritans nor in Old England can the Canadian Sun- 
day be rivaled. The saving pillars of his land were 
trained in the Sunday-schools, and an exalted type of 
civilization is the outcome of the Sunday-school training 
of the last thirty years. The mayorof the city of Toronto 
isan aggressive Sunday-school superintendent and an 
active Christian worker. The churches of that land are 
alive to the importance of the Sunday-school institutions, 
and they have an active interdenominational Sunday- 
school Union embracing all churches. 

The Rey. E. P. Holp of Dakota spoke of the need of 
more workers in his field, while he rejoiced in the efficiency 
of those already inservice. They knew how to utilize the 
accidents of their civilization. If there were no seats 
to be had for a Sunday-school, they would go to the near- 
est saloon, and getthe empty beer-kegs to siton. Notwith- 
standing the hurry and drive of Western life, the people 
have time there for everything that is permeated with the 
spirit of genuine humanity; and as thatis in reality what 
the Sunday-school cause is in its purity, they have abun- 
dant time for Sunday-school labor. The whole religious 
incidence of the Sunday-school is the pioneer of the 
principles of civilization to-day. It is first the Sunday- 
school, then the church, and then the public school, and 
itis their privilege to give character to the generations to 
come. 

At this point a venerable clergyman was led to the 
front of the platform, and introduced as the Rev. Dr. 
8. F. Smith, author of ‘“‘My Country, ’tis of Thee.” Fol- 
lowing the applause and the waving of handkerchiefs by 
which he was greeted, Dr. Smith, upon request, read the 
first and last stanzas of his celebrated hymn, which was 
sung with overwhelming enthusiasm, the aged author 
leaning upon his staff in reverent silence through the per- 
formance. The scene was one not soon to be forgetten. 

The Rey. B. P. Snow of Maine made some humorous 
comparisons between the Eastand the West, and accepted 
this grand welcome of the Sunday-school host as an ap- 
preciative recognition of the greatness of its work. It 
was the splendid recklessness of faith, in the bosom of an 
Illinois man, which had saved the uniform-lesson system 
to the world. 

The Rev. 8S. H. Weller of California thought that, 
in his state, obvious evils are more pronounced than 
elsewhere. Godlessness and all forms of skepticism are 
more outspoken. But, conversely, there is also as earnest 
a set of Christian people as anywhere. 

Mr. Ira H. Evans of Texas spoke, in sharp, clear- 
cut phrasing, of the profound significance in this great 
gathering. The tendency of modern religious life is 
toward Christian unity, and in this Convention is given a 
shining example of the principle. 

General Fisk paid an eloquent tribute to Governor 
Colquitt of Georgia, who was unable to be present and 
preside, as he had hoped. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 


A song service preceded the opening of the meeting. 
The report. of the statistical secretary, Mr. E. Payson 
Porter of Pennsylvania, was read and accepted. As this 
will be published in full in The Sunday School Times 
next week, its details need not be given here. 

The Committee on Nominations nominated for per- 
manent chairman Mr. William Reynolds of Peoria, 
Illinois, who was unanimously elected. Being escorted 
to the front by Mr. J. C. Courtney of Georgia, he was 
gracefully introduced by General Fisk, and took the 





chair. With thanks for the honor of the position ac- 
corded him, Mr. Reynolds expressed his conviction that 
to-day there are more men and women studying God’s 
Word than ever before in the history of the world, and 
that that Word is more revered and honored and loved; 
and because of this he took courage. The present ought 
to be the best Convention ever held, and only the power 
of God’s Spirit can secure this, “ Let us, therefore,” he 
said, “arise and sing, 


“*Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly dove, 
With all thy quickening powers;’ 
and at the conclusion of that we will engage in silent 
prayer, remaining standing, and I will ask the Rev. CO. M. 
Morton to lead us in prayer.” 

The audience rose, and, having sung one verse of the 
hymn, after a short silence, Mr. Morton offered prayer. 

Congratulatory telegrams were exchanged with the 
Nova Scotia Sunday-school Association, 

The report of the Executive Committee was read by 
Mr. B. F. Jacobs. It will be printed in full in a later 
issue of The Sunday School Times. 

Mr. L. H. Biglow presented a partial report of the 
treasurer, showing that $944.25 had been received from 
the various publishers of Sunday-school lesson helps to 
defray the expenses of the Lesson Committee, and that 
$935.13 had been expended for the two meetings of that 
committee. The general treasurer’s report showed the 
receipt of $8,188.50. 

Reports of states, territories, and provinces were given 
in five-minute speeches. One of the most notable of 
these was by the Rev. Dr. Sheldon Jackson of Alaska, 
“the largest, newest, and most distant part of the United 
States.” There are 35,000 Esquimaux, including 12,000 
children. Of the latter, 1,500 are in the Sunday-school, 
leaving 10,500 children without Sunday-schools. The 
population is wide awake for the gospel, and the Pres- 
byterians, Episcopalians, Methodists, Quakers, and Mo- 
ravians have established missions, In that country 
they had witchcraft, infanticide, infant marriages, and 
cruelty in the shape of burning the witches or hacking 
them to pieces with knives, and an effort was needed to 
unlock to them God’s Word with its precious promises, 


WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


After a song service, the meeting was opened by a re- 
sponsive reading of Scripture, and a prayer by the Rev. 
Dr. Smith of Baltimore, moderator of the Presbyterian 
General Assembly. 

* The Rev. Dr. Warren Randolph read the report of the 
International Lesson Committee, which will appear in 
full in a later issue of The Sunday School Times. 

The Committee on Nominations presented a supple- 
mental report, recommending the election of the follow- 
ing officers: Secretaries, J. B. Phipps, Baltimore, 
Maryland; M. L. -Gawer, Wichita, Kansas; Alfred 
Day, Toronto. Treasurer, L. H. Biglow, New York. 
Finance Committee, L. H. Biglow, chairman; John 
Wanamaker, Philadelphia; and J. O, Courtney, At- 
lanta, Georgia. 

The Rev. H. C. Woodruff of Connecticut read the 
report of the Foreign Sunday-school Association. The 
principles, methods, and aims of this organization were 
detailed at length. Briefly, it is composed of forty ladies 
and gentlemen without salary, who carry on the work of 
evangelization entirely by correspondence abroad. Papers 
in many languages, as well as epistles, aresent out. The 
Association is divided into four committees, each of which 
meets once @ month. 

One of the more noteworthy incidents of the Conven- 
tion was the reception of, and the address by, Mr. Edward 
Towers, an honorary secretary of the London Sunday- 
school Union. After reading the resolution of fraternal 
greeting from the London Sunday-school Union, Mr. 
Towers said that there were 6,400,000 teachers and 
scholars in the Sunday-schools of their little -island. 
Eighty-seven per cent of the teachers of these schools 
were formerly scholars in the schools. The Union 
itself represents about one-quarter of the above-named 
aggregate of Sunday-school membership. The English 
schools generally hold two sessions,—the morning ses 
sion being regarded as the better of the two. There 
are thirty-two denominations represented in the London 
Union, which is a good indication of its catholicity 
of spirit, The Union has its correspondence training- 
classes in Hebrew and Greek. It regards, however, not 
so much what a teacher teaches, as what a teacher is. 
Nearly all its schools now use the International lessons. 
Although many regarded them as too difficult at first, 
they have come to like them. A chief question in Sun- 
day-school work is, How can we retain our senior 
scholars? Mr. Towers would answer the question by 
saying that they have accomplished much in England 
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by getting better class-rooms and fuller accommodations. 
Some schools have now senior classes of three or four 
hundred each. Then they have recreative classes, that 
meet on a week-evening for gymnastic and other physical 
and mental exercise. In Scotland there is the Boys’ 
Brigade, the members of which drill on a week evening. 
This military method so accustoms the boys to restric- 
tion, that they become tractable and disciplined for other 
times and exercises. Young children are gathered into 
bands, meeting their teacher on a week evening, and 
having talks on influences, obstacles, readings, and the 
like. The International Bible Reading Association has 
150,000 members, 4,000 of which are in the United States. 
The daily reading is in connection with the International 
lessons. Many promise to pray whenever they read. 
The reading thus becomes less perfunctory and more of a 
means of grace. Mr. Towers gave some telling incidents of 
Sunday-school work, and he added a brief sketch of the 
work of the Continental missionaries of the London Sun- 
day-school Union, of whom there are two in France and 
thirteen in Sweden. Much work is being accomplished 
in Italy. The speaker closed with an account of the 
Five-Minute Prayer League, the motto and vow of 
which is: “I will never enter my class without spending 
five minutes of prayer with God.” 
Mr. T. E. Clark, state senator from Iowa, the prohibi- 
tion leader, and author of the “ Clark Law” of that state, 
said that lowa has the lowest percentage of illiteracy of 


any state in the Union. He deems it the centre of “the 
great struggle.” Within a year Iowa has legislated and 


prosecuted thirty-five hundred whiskey shops out of ex- 
istence, and planted Sunday-schools in their stead. They 
pour the beer out of the kegs, and send the empty kegs to 
Dakota for Sunday-school seats. In Iowa they don’t want 
beer-kegs for seats, for they sit on the saloon itself. The 
" Sunday-schools of the West are teaching temperance ; 
they show that property will be safer and better worth 
having when the doctrines of the Nazarene supplant 
rum. In eighty counties of Iowa there is not an open 
saloon to be found. Mr. Clark, claiming to speak from 
‘ a personal knowledge gained by long and careful obser- 
* vation, commended in the highest terms the work, on the 
frontier, of the missionaries of the American Sunday- 
school Union. 
The session was closed with the benediction by the 
’ Rev. Dr. Hoge of Richmond, Virginia. 


THURSDAY MORNING, 


After the opening exercises, ten-minute speeches were 
in order on the subject of “ Better organization.” Mr. 
H. W. Bailey of Kentucky opened with the statement 
that his state had risen, since the last Convention, 
from a dying organization, to be one of the first impor- 
tance in the United States. Mr. Wishart, tfie agent 
of their state organization, had visited twenty-five 
county-seats, and made a personal visitation from 
house to house. By this means twenty counties were 
organized, and at the succeeding state meeting fifty 
-counties were organized. They have employed a state 
evangelist at a fair salary, have divided the state into 
fifteen districts, and have employed canvassers for the 
districts. Now there are more workers than they can find 
work for. A secretury and assistant secretary begin a 
correspondence with the people, and the people are 
“red hot.” District institutes are larger than state 
meetings. Kentucky will be starred as a banner state 
within thirty days. This year they raised $4,000. Every 
debt is paid, and $250 balance is on hand with which to 
begin another year. 

The Rev. Dr. J. E, Gilbert of Indiana emphasized the 
importance of one person being responsible for one par- 
ticular kind of work in each county. He gave also an 
interesting account of the system of training-classes in 
Western New York. 

Mr. W. H. Hall of Connecticut said that the motto 
“All for all”—one of the mottoes of the convention— 
means practically nine millions against forty-five mil- 
lions,—a mere Gideon’s band. The only way to conquer 
is by house-to-house visitation. Special missionaries are 
good; but the church and school must become, member 
by member, the great missionary power. 

Mr. E. G. Wheeler of Oregon reported that his own 
state is awake, but that trained, consecrated men and 
women are sadly needed there. The territory is im- 
mense; the population Ness than that of Chicago. 
Montana, in spite of difficulties, is alive, Idaho is im- 
proving its organization, 

The Rev. Dr. Julins Grammar of Maryland spoke at 
length upon the necessity of personal consecration and 
increased piety. Maryland is a banner state. One-third 
of its population “is in the Sunday-school. The colored 
people are reached by colored missionaries, and the col- 





ored people of Maryland commend most heartily the 
work of the Sunday-school Union in their behalf. 

Mr. D. B. Ward of Dakota said that the first Sunday- 
school in Dakota was organized twenty-six years ago by 
a Presbyterian minister. In the last two years they 
have almost doubled their Sunday-school figures. Where 
the population has increased six hundred per cent, the 
Sunday-school workers and scholars have increased 
twelve hundred per cent. They never yet closed a state 
convention in debt. “The different denominations are 
doing grand work in Dakota, and it is owing to them 
that there are to-day over one thousand schools and 
forty thousand scholars in the Sunday-schools of the 
territory. A dozen counties are already under prohibi- 
tion; and in a year from now they will send every beer- 
keg out of Dakota, through Montana, and into the 
Pacific Ocean.” 

Mr. R. A. Mott of Minnesota said that his state is 
divided into twelve districts, and they will yet organize 
every county. They have a large foreign population, 
principally German, Welsh, and Scandinavian, who 
are with them in the work. The Irish Catholics, too, 
are reaching out earnestly into the field of temperance 
and morality. He has had letters from their priests, 
and he is glad to say that they are doing a good and 
noble work. 

The action of the Executive Committee on certain 
resolutions referred to them by the Convention was an- 
nounced, 

Concerning a proposed request to the publishers of 
lesson helps to refuse a place to advertisements, especially 
of patent medicines, in the lesson quarterlies: “ It is not 
the province of this convention to dictate to the various 
publishing houses respecting this matter. But we venture 
to express our confidence in all the religious publishing 
houses now having this matter under consideration ; and 
we feel assured that self-interest, as well as high moral 
principle, will lead them to reject all advertisements of a 
doubtful character.” 

Concerning proposed change in the plan of the les- 
son series: “By the terms of its appointment, the 
Lesson Committee chosen for seven years at the Louis- 
ville Convention was instructed to prepare a series of 
lessons covering the entire Scriptures during that period. 
The committee having in accordance with these instruc- 
tions laid out its work, we deem it unwise for a sub- 
sequent convention to so change its instruction as to 
make useless a considerable portion of the work already 
done.” 

Concerning the use of lesson helps, other than the 
Bible in the school: “ We would give special emphasis 
to the recommendation of the Executive Committee 
already adopted by this convention, that the Bible be 
used as the text-book in the class-room, while not dis- 
paraging the worth of lesson leaves as helps in the study 
of the lesson at home.” 5 

The new International Executive Committee was con- 
stituted as follows: Chairman, B. F. Jacobs, Chicago; 
Alabama, James H. Franklin, Selma; Alaska, the Rev. 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson, Sitka; Arkansas, J. M. Weaver, 
Van Buren; California, the Rev. Dr. M. M. Gibson, San 
Francisco; Connecticut, William H. Hall, West Hart- 
ford; Dakota, D. W. Diggs, Milbank; Delaware, Joseph 
Pyle, Wilmington; District of Columbia, John B. 
Wight, Washington; Florida, John T. Graves, Jackson- 
ville; Georgia, J. C. Courtney, Atlanta; Idaho, the 
Rev. T. M. Boyd, Lewiston; Indiana, William H. 
Levering, Lafayette; Iowa, the Rev. Dr. D. J. Burrell, 
Dubuque; Kansas, T. B. Sweet, Topeka; Kentucky, 
Lewis Collins, Louisville; Louisiana, R. H. Browne, New 
Orleans; Maine, the Rev. B. P. Snow, Willard; Mary- 
land, Joseph B. Phipps, Baltimore; Massachusetts, 
William M. Hartshorn, Boston; Michigan, E. K. War- 
ren, Three Oaks; Minnesota, George B. Bradbury, 
Minneapolis; Mississippi, J. B. Streater, Blackhawk ; 
Missouri, J. H. Parsons, Foristell; Montana, Eben 
Sharp, Helena; Nebraska, the Rev. Dr. George W. 
Martin, Long Pine; New Hampshire, John G. Lane, 
Manchester; New Jersey, the Rev. 8. W. Clark, Pater- 
son; New York, W. A. Duncan, Syracuse; Ohio, Colonel 
Robert Cowden, Galion; Oregon, E. G. Wheeler, Port- 
land; Pennsylvania, Ed. S. Wagoner, Mechanicsburg ; 
Rhode Island, A. B. McCrillis, Providence; South Caro- 
lina, R. 8. Morgan, Greeneville; Tennessee, the Rev. Dr. 
M. B. De Witt, Nashville; Texas, Hon. Ira H. Evans, 
Austin; Utah, the Rev. L. L. Wood, Salt Lake City; 
Virginia, the Rev. W. A. Crawford, Kernstown; Wash- 
ington Territory, Hon. Dexter Horton, Seattle; West 
Virginia, Frank Woods, Grafton; Wisconsin, the Rev. 
J. M. Coon, Whitewater; Wyoming Territory, T. J. F. 
Jenkins, Cheyenne; Ontario, Lewis C. Peake, Toronto; 
Quebec, James Oroils, Montreal; New Brunswick, 8. J. 








— 


Parsons, Benton; British Columbia, the Rev. Walter 
Barass, Victoria. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON, 


After the opening exercises, the Rev. Dr. James A, 
Worden of New Jersey said that he never saw a conven- 
tion so possessed with the Sunday-school missionary idea 
as this. The Presbyterian General Assembly has just 
decided to have Sunday-school missionaries. This was 
hailed with applause and a general expression of satis- 
faction. The speaker, by a vivid description of a battle 
scene, drew a parallel between that and the Christian 
onslaught upon the masses,—upon the nine millions of 
boys and girls in this land who are outside of Sunday- 
school influences. 

Mr. W. A. Duncan of New York presented the cause 
of “Country Sunday-school evangelization and Home 
classes,” He spoke of the resemblances and differences 
between city and country organization and work. In the 
East, the division is generally the political division. He 
paralleled this convention with the national government 
at Washington and the state conventions with the state 
governments, and so on down to the township. The 
township is peculiarly a feature of our American civiliza- 
tion; it manages schools, roads, police, and health mat- 
ters. So in Sunday-school matters; the people of each 
locality know their own business best. Missionaries 
must not do the work, but merely develop it. In New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, there are two million 
children ; there is the bulk of our population. Local or 
district assemblies ought to be held not less than four 
times a year. Six years ago the speaker organized the 
Home class work. Circulars describing the method had 
been distributed. Briefly, it is proposed to organize 
Sunday-school classes, either at the home of the teacher 
or in any place where the children can meet together, 
These classes are to be recognized as members of the 
church school to which the teacher may belong, and the 
class record is to be entered upon the books of the 
school. The class-books, lesson papers, singing-books, and 
Bibles are to be furnished by the parent school; the hour 
of service one that will be the most convenient for the 
teacher; the scholars to be urged to attend the church 
services and school as often as convenient, and to be 
invited to take part in all its entertainments. The exer- 
cises of the class should be of such a character as would 
best interest the scholars, and lead them to Christ and 
the Christian Church. 

Mr. Duncan gave instances and read letters illustrating 
the good already done in this way,—an invalid felt her- . 
self once more in Sunday-school work; a servant held a 
class in the kitchen ; some Home classes have grown into 
Sunday-schools. 

The Rev. D. C. Milner of Kansas essayed an answer 
to the question, “ Why should we teach temperance to 
the Sunday-school?” If the multitude of children are 
not taught it there, they will be taught it nowhere else, 
Intemperance is a special evil, and demands special 
teaching. The Bible itself is being used and quoted 
speciously by its own enemies to support self-indulgence 
and oppose temperance. Reformation is good, but 
formation is better. Every Sunday-school should bea 
temperance society. He offered the pledge in his school 
twice a year. He advocated the circulation of temper- 
ance literature, of which there is an abundance to be 
obtained. 

At the ‘éall of the Chairman, General Fisk followed 
with a short temperance address, speaking particularly 
of the evil of “righteous drinking.” 

A paper, by Mrs. Lucy Rider Myer, on Bible Train- 
ing Schools, printed copies of which were distributed, 
was read by General Fisk. Some of the main points are 
as follows: 

“ Bethany Institute, in New York City, has for fifteen 
years carried on an excellent city mission work, with a 
good deal of attention paid to the department of train- 
ing. Forty ladies from this institute have entered the 
foreign field, and a much larger number have done good 
service in our own land. This institute is inter-denomi- 
national, for ladies only, and all its departments of work 
are sustained by voluntary contributions. 

“Six years ago, some women of the Baptist Church 
in America established a training-school especially for 
the women they employ in home fields. Its one year’s 
course of study is biblical and practical, with instruction 
given also in elementary medicine. It is organically 
connected with a great church missionary society, which 
insures its support. This school is the pioneer in the 
later:movement, which may be called the school move- 
ment proper, and it has the record of having placed 
sixty-seven trained workers in the field during its short 
history. 

“The School for Christian Workers at Springfield, Mas 
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sachusetts, was operied cnly two years ago. It is inter- 
denominational, admits gentlemen only, and by its two 
years’ biblical and rhetorical course of study it gives 
training to fit them to become Young Men’s Christian 
Association secretaries and instructors, pastors’ helpers, 
and Sunday-school workers and missionaries. 

“The Chicago Training School for city, home, and for- 
eign missions, established two years in Chicago, may be 
characterized by its elasticity, so to speak. It is under 
Methodist Episcopal management, but has students of 
all denominations. It is mainly for ladies, but admits 
some gentlemen. Its course of study is biblical, practi- 
cal, and medical. It trains for all fields, but, more than 
any other American Bible School, it emphasizes prepa- 
ration for the foreign work. In its two years’ history it 
has gained a firm foothold, and occupies a building of its 
own, But it has no fund or endowment, living from day 
to day by voluntary contributions. A marked peculiar- 
ity is its system of unsalaried work. 

“The. .Bible school contemplated by the Chicago Evan- 
gelization Society presents many features of great prom- 
ise. It is to be inter-dsnominational, for the training of 
both ladies and gentlemen, will have at its head Mr. 
Moody, the best known and loved evangelist of the 
world, and behind it large money resources. 

“Our classical schools, too, those that are under reli- 
gious control, are not unreached. Normal departments in 
many of these schools are designed to give preparation 
to the young man or woman who is to go out to the sacred 
work of a secular teacher; why should not the young 
student, who will very likely next year be a Sunday- 
school teacher or superintendent, have similar opportu- 
nities to prepare for his work of even greater sacredness? 
These normal biblical departments in our schools will 
be established just as soon as the public sentiment of the 
church concerning Bible study rises high enough.” 


THURSDAY EVENING. 


The opening exercises were followed by an address by 
the Rev. Dr. Moses G. Hoge of Virginia. He spoke 
of the children of the Old Roman Empire who were 
unprotected, untrained, and comparatively uncared for. 
Athens never raised an orator to plead for helpless 
childhood. She could make the marble melt into 
classic shape, but her own heart never melted for 
the humblest child dear to God. Not until the birth 
of Christ was the new era of childhood begun. Until 
he took the children into his arms the world knew not 
the place, of childhood among the disciples. That 
‘was the coronation of childhood. Not learning nor 
fluency make the most successful teacher. All cannot 
be voluble or erudite, but all may make endless progress 
in spiritual attainment. This is the magic charm. The 
Holy Spirit is a unique power, there is no substitute 
forit. The true inward Christian life of the teacher is the 
essential thing, the paramount consideration. What 
Scougal entitles “the life of God in the soul of man,” in 
his good but now almost forgotten book, is worth more 
than all the conttibutions of English, German, and 
American university professors derived from archzeology, 
theology, and biology without it,—worth more than all 
the historico-critico discussions on the composition of 
the Pentateuch with the symbolic P and J and E, and the 
annex to the whole exposition in the letter R, which 
stands for the eminent Redactor, or editor who is sup- 
posed to have complied the Pentateuch plus the Book. of 
Joshua—converting the whole into a Hexateuch,—worth, 
{ say, more than all this without that divine life of 
humble trust and love, and hearty consecration to God 
and to the truths of his holy Word. And while I do not 
object to these critical investigations among the men who 
Jelight in them, when they confine them to the proper 
arena for such discussions, I stand here to-night in the 
name of 1,000,000 teachers and many millions of Sunday- 
ichool scholars to protest against the introduction of the 
melancholy jargon of the higher criticism into the lesson 
papers designed for the instruction of the children and 
youth of the English-speaking Protestants atl over the 
world. The Bible may be studied scientifically, and 
with all the lights which the researches of learned men 
can cast upon its meaning, from geology and astronomy, 
from the history of ancient nations, from the revelations 
of disentombe4 cities, fron inscriptions on cylinders and 
obelisks, from philology and ethnology, and all these have 
their times, places, and uses ; but there is danger in mak- 
ing this brilliant scholastic teaching so prominent and 
absorbing as to encroach on the one great object of the 
hour devoted to Sunday-school instruction. 

After prayer by the Rev. Dr. Grammar of Baltimore, 
Mr. Jacobs said that when the International Sunday- 
school Union held its meeting in Toronto a telegram was 
‘pent to President Garfield, in recognition of his position 





and the interest he took in the work. The Executive 
Committee had therefore decided to report the following 
cablegram, to be signed by the president of the Conven- 
tion, and transmitted to the Queen’s private secretary : 

“To General Ponsonby, London, England: The 
International Sunday-school Convention of the United 
States and Canada, assembled in Chicago, present hearty 
congratulations to Her Majesty, Queen Victoria, on this 
jubilee occasion. They recognize that during a generous 
reign of fifty years Her Majesty has been an earnest 
defender and advocate of the Bible as the foundation of 
the Christian religion, and a living exemplification of 
the favor of God. Righteousness exalteth a nation.” 

“God Save the Queen” was sung with a truly royal 
will and heartiness by the audience. 

The Rev. Dr. M. B. Wharton of Alabama made a bril- 
liant address on Sunday-school work in the South. He 
declared that the South is ready to receive new ideas 
when they are good ideas. He referred to the successful 
work of the Young Men’s Christian Associations, and 
to the Sunday-school assemblies. Prohibition is a greater 
success in the South than in any other part of the Union. 
They are losing sight of other issues in the one great 
struggle against intemperance. The “Solid South” is 
a solid as against liquids. The enemy is quoting Scrip- 
ture in his own support. He knew one opponent to 
argue that because “ Paul stopped at the three taverns 
and took courage,” and because whiskey is in slang often 
called “ courage,” therefore Paul advocated the whiskey 
traffic! He closed with an eloquent appeal to save the 
children, 


FRIDAY MORNING, 


Various resolutions of thanks were passed; and the 
following deliverances of the Executive Committee were 
given upon resolutions referred to it by the Convention: 

In response to a letter from Miss Frances E. Willard, 
asking co-operation in the work of the Women’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union: ' 

“Resolved, That with emphasis we give expression to 
a conviction which deepens with the passing years, that 
every Sunday-school should be in fact and in effect a 
temperance training-school, fitting the rising generation 
for active and aggressive effort in this and every other 
department of Christian work. We trust the time may 
speedily come when every officer, teacher, and scholar 
in our Sunday-schools shall, by example and’-precept, 
practice and promote temperance; when none shall fol- 
low the precedent of him who asked, “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” Resolved, That we heartily approve of judi- 
cious efforts to secure the passage of laws regulating 
scientific instruction in our secular schools on the evil 
effects of alcoholic drinks. Resolved, That we are in 
sympathy with those who are striving to protect the 
homes from the encroachment of every form of vice,’and 
who would make them the abodes of temperance, of 
piety, and of personal purity.” 

Concerning a request for special lessons for special 
church festivals and other occasions : 

“* Resolved, We deem it inexpedient to take any 
action upon this point which may tend to alienate a large 
number of those who are now co-operating in the Inter- 
national Sunday-school work. And there is the less need 
for any action in this matter since all are now at liberty 
to set aside the allotted lesson, and substitute whatever 
exercises they may deem appropriate.” 

The report of the special committee selected to pass 
upon the report of the Executive Committee was read by 
Dr. Schauffler, and will be given in full in a future num- 
ber of The Sunday School Times. 

During a recess of the Convention, the delegates met 
in state and territorial and provincial conference to 
decide on their pledges of money for carrying on the 
Convention work during the next three years. The total 
amount pledged was about $12,200. This is not quite 
equal to the pledges of the Louisville Convention, al- 
though it is considerably in advance of the amount actu- 
ally paid from those pledges. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 


The Rev. Dr. A. E. Dunning of Massachusetts, accord- 
ing to announcement, made an address on Sunday- 
school normal classes. There is no spirituality without 
knowledge. No one can be a great power for good unless 
he knows a good deal. What is a normal class? A 
company of those who study the Word of God for the 
purpose of instructing others and leading them. The 
modern school of the prophets is the theological semi- 
nary; and the normal class has the same relation to the 
seminary that the Sunday-school has to the pastor,—only 
the pastor should be the professor, and the teacher the 
pupil. There are three ways of reading the Bible: First, 
the scholastic method, by which men read into the Bible 





whatever their imagination thinks ought to be there; 
secondly, the rationalistic method, by which men read 
out of the Bible whatever their judgment decides ought 
not to be there; and thirdly, the evangelistic method, by 
which we receive the Word of God as the revelation of 
God’s will and character,—which was the method of the 
Reformers of the sixteenth century and the Puritans oi 
the seventeenth. The object of the normal class is te 
show what the Bible is, and how to handle it. 

A hundred years ago it was not thought necessary to 
have theological seminaries for ministers. The Sunday- 
school teacher of to-day knows more of the Bible than 
did the average minister of fifty years ago. 

The Rev. Dr. J. L. Hurlbut of New Jersey spoke 
on the subject of “Teacher training,” necessarily cover- 
ing somewhat the same ground as that of the preceding 
speaker, although differently treated, and with lines of 
thought reaching out in other directions) He made 
a strong appeal for systematic training of Sunday- 
school teachers; the secular teacher is trained. Never 
were so many minds busy on biblical themes asnow. Look- 
ing over the publishers’ catalogues, one will find that the 
largest number of books published in this country are those 
upon the subject of the Bible and religion. That is worth 
remembering. Tons and tons of stories issue from the 
press; but there is one subject upon which more books 
are published and circulated, and that is the Bible and 
religion. Why? Because the people are thinking, and 
because the spade is upturning new knowledge for us in 
the lands beyond the sea. The Sunday-school teacher 
must be abreast of the times. And another reason why 
the teacher needs training, is because of the limitation of 
his opportunity. 

There are the Chautauqua Normal School publications 
within reach of all. In any community one can get. 
together the teachers, select some one for leader, take 
the course and have the examination; and as a result, it 
will open the Word of God, and the manner of its teach- 
ing will be opened as never before. Yet another plan is 
to have a normal class in the Sunday-school. We must 
prepare for the future as well as work in the present. 
Who shall be the Sunday-school teachers of to-morrow 
is most important to settle. How are we to keep the 
young people in Sunday-school when they get to be fifteen 
or sixteen years of age? Most of them leave because they 
get the same instruction at sixteen that they got at ten. 
The young men and women of sixteen need a different 
teacher from children ten years old. Promote them, and 
put them under another teacher; give them a course of 
thorough large Bible study,—thorough in the clearness 
and fullness with which it is presented,—and the scholars 
will stay, and be in the church a body of trained workers 
from whom to draw at any time. F 

Another thoroughly practical and instructive address 
was delivered by the Rev. Dr. A. F. Schaufller of New 
York, on “Class teaching.” Dr. Schaufiler’s address 
was in itself a forcible illustration of the illustrative 
method of teaching. He pressed the importance of skill 
in questioning, giving illustrations for the rebuffing of 
folly, the stimulating of thought, and the exposing of 
ignorance. To teach effectively, we must ourselves have 
strong impressions of the reality of the scenes and events 
we are talking about. Hence we must cultivate the 
imagination. Dr. Schauffler illustrated what he meant 
by the use of the imagination by a vivid portrayal of 
Peter walking on the sea. He emphasized the value of 
object illustration. The impressions made upon the eye 
are more attractive and more lasting than those made 
upon the ear; and he wanted it borne in mind that it 
takes time to learn how to succeed. 

Much interest was manifested in an excellent address 
from the lips of the Rev. George W. Moore of Washington, 
District of Columbia. Mr. Mooreisa graduate of Fisk Uni- 
versity, and presented an eloquent appeal for the colored 
race. No student, he says, can enter that university who 
uses tobacco, liquor, or profane language. Among the 
Southern negroes the Sunday-school has been the John 
the Baptist as a precursor of the Christ. He spoke of the 
nearly universal use of the International lesson system 
among his people. They have asyetno organized Sunday- 
school system. If they cannot come to the Convention, 
let the great heart and mind of the Convention be carried 
back to them. ’ 

At the close of the address, Dr. Hoge of Richmond 
stepped forward, and gave Mr. Moore a hearty and pro- 
longed shake of the hand. This brought the audience 
to a high pitch of excitement, which they evidenced by 
the waving of handkerchiefs and clapping of hands. 


FRIDAY EVENING. 


The leading feature of this closing session was the read- 
ing of a paper received from the Rev. Dr, John H. Vincent, 
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now in London. It was, as the writer said, 
a brief letter of hints on advanced normal 
work. He said: “If I were asked to indi- 
cate the three things in the teacher which 
would guarantee normal work in the 
Sunday-school, I should answer: 1. A 
personal character and daily life inspired 
by the truth which Jesus the Christ taught. 
2. A loving manner which exalts the friend 
above the taskmaster. 3. A skill in putting 
the truth of each Bible lesson so that thie 
scholar cannot rid himself of its holding, 
haunting power. That therefore will be 
advanced normal work which impresses 
the teacher with these ideas, until he de- 
sires and seeks to win, and to teach, attain- 
ing, as the years go by, the three great 
powers: manhood or womanhood, friend- 
liness, and tact.” 

Dr. Vincent’s letter was followed by ad- 
dresses by Mr. Peak of Ontario, Mr. Drake 
of Kansas, the Rev. Mr.Tracey of Chicago, 
the Rey. Dr. Lorimer of Chicago, and Mr. 
B. F. Jacobs, the efficient chairman of the 
ExecutiveCommittee, The alternate sing- 
ing of “God Save the Qeeen” and “My 
Country, ’Tis of Thee,” rendered the clos- 
ing services effective, and peculiarly appro- 
priate to an occasion that had intertwined 
the flags and blended the voices of Britain 
and America in a great effort and a loving 
endeavor for the uniting, ingathering, and 
upbuilding of the world for Clirist, 

And the Fifth Triennial Convention was 
adjourned sine die. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of tne circulation of The 
Sunday School Times ts given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 
110,500 copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. The advertis- 
ing rate is $1.00 per line, with discounts of 
FSrom 5 per cent, on two insertions, to 50 per cent 
on an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not lesa than three inohes) in each is- 
sue for a year, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the whole to amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
such a position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, so far as it will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general make-up of 
the advertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditioned on an appearance upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the reqular rates. 

Horsford’s Acid Phosphate in weak stomach 
and dyspepsia. Dr. J. C. Winans, Madison, 
©., says: “I have used it in atony of the 
stomach and dyspepsia, and found it an 
admirable remedy; also in atonic conditions 
where phosphorus is required.” 


BIRTHDAY CARDS. 


The constantly increasing custom of presenting 
Sunday-school scholars with a birthday card has en- 
couraged us to issue four pretty designs. Price, 
per 100, postpaid. Sample set of the four designs 
mailed on receipt of 15 cents. 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 
116 Nassau Street, New York City. 


NEW 











Methods for Collecting Money 

for special objects in Sunday-schools. 

Samples, 6 cents. 

System for Managing a Sun- 
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48-pa, Catalogue re Library 
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Young people, do you want to make your prayer- 
meetings interesting and full of life? The Rey. F. E. 
Clark’s new book, 


“YOUNG PEOPLE’S PRAYER MEETINGS” 
is just what you want. Price, 75 cents. 
FUNK & WAGNALLS, New York. 


T. Y. CROWELL & CO., 


os 13 Astor Place, New York. 
“ OXF ORD” 


‘Teachers’ Bibles. 
T. NELSON & SONS, 42 Bleecker St., N.Y. 


LIBRARIANS 


Save time, labor, and books 
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A. S. BARNES & CO. 


Forty-nine years in the school-book business! Never 
more alive to the wants of the educational public than 
to-day! This house was founded in 1838, and during all 
this time, under the same title, has been devoted to the 
production and improvement of elementary and high- 
school text-books, Charles Davies, Emma Willard, 
J. Madison Watson, James Monteith, J. Dorman 
Steele, Stephen W. Clark, Alphonso Wood, W. G. 
Peck, Joseph Ficklin, C. 8. Jepson, Jerome Allen, 
Chas, N. Oleveland, Chas. Northend, David Page, 
J.M. B. Sill, Edward Searing, and James H. Worman, 
are some of the authors whose books have become fa- 
mous in the hands of this firm, Recently the firm has 
been successfel in the presentation of some particu- 
larly beautiful and popular books. For instance— 

Barnes’s New National Readers 6 numbers) ; ; ‘* Edu- 
cational Gems of the Decade ;” Watson’s New Spellers 
(2 numbers); Barnes’s New Arithmetics,—an acknowl- 
edged Sy rye of Davies, Peck, Fish, and Ficklin ; 
Barnes’s New Geo, yopny (2 numbers) unsurpassed for 
beauty and teachableness; Monteith’s New Physical 
Gocsraphy, —the latest, cheapest and best: Barnes’s 

Lessons ; Barnes's School Histories (Pri- 
mary, 


men!? ane General). largest sale on record in 
= Poamees'y ¢ Ry cminaer), ot ree 
revolution ‘a Tees and price; W: : riting 
and Business 


@ great hit;” ae A I Popu- 
lar Drawing P ow» nete series by a | practical 
teacher; Steele's Scientific Series—on the ‘fourteen 
weeks” "plan, and lately revised—7 volumes; Path- 
finder Series of Hygiene,—meeting the requirements 
of secant legislation on the subject of the effects of 
alcohol, tobacco, and other narcotics,—3 eehuaien 


ten books have been prepared at great expense, 
and represent the result of all these years of expe- 
rience in the line of school publication. With such 
books any school is admirably equipped, and it will 
take many years before any better set of books can be 
brought out, Teachers and school officers are Invited 
to call upon us or send for descriptive circulars, Speci- 
men pages free. For sample copies, address 
A. S. BARNES & CO., 
111 and 118 William Street, New York. 
Or 365 Wabash A venue, Chicago; or 22 Bromfield Street, 
Boston ; or 1026 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 


oEGRETS OF SUCCESS 


Or, HOW TO MAKE A FORTUNE. 
By HILDRETH, 
Author of “ Don’t Marry,’ etc. ag all Bat | to suc- 
ceed In life and to make yy This gt. give 
hints ps how to do both, 


and hel 200 ea es. 
cover, 25 cents ; bi gloth, 8 cents. Bold by by alt x Sokedlan, 
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J. 6. OGL Vik 5 & 0., Publishers, 
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FOUR POPULAR 


SCRIPTURE WALL SCROLLS. 


a@The following Text Rolls are having a wide 
circulation anda blessed influence, Every household 

should have one of these daily reminders in each bed- 
room, In hospitals, railroad stations, and places of 
ublic concourse these comforters are esp: y use- 
1 and influential, 

WOEDS of COMFORT and CONSOLATION. 
~~ $l leaves, Just out. 75 cts. by mail. 

HEAVENLY SUNSHINE, Texts and Hymns 
~for @ month and special occasions, 39leayes. Has 
avery large sale. $1.00 by mail. 

THE MESSAGE BEARER. By the compilerof 
* Heavenly Sunshine.” leaves. Widely known, 
$1.00 by mail. 

PRAYER AND PRECEPT, FOR EVERY DAY 
OF THE MONTH. Twenty thousand have been 


sold, 75 cts. t by mail. 
*,* The four will be sent postpaid for $3.00, 
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publisher, 
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THOMAS WHITTAKER, 


2 and 3 Bible House, New York. 


as the generosity of a friend of Sabbath ob- 
servan 


The Sabbath for Mian 


By the Rev. WILBUR F. Crarts, is offered at half 
meee 75 cts.), postpaid, to public libraries, including 
nday-school Libraries, to theend of Septem- 
pen © eck th wn epidemic of Sabbath-break- 
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FUNK & WAGNALLS, 18 and 20 Astor Place, N. Y. 


SYMBOL CIFTS. 


Genes SIX CENTS for SAMPLE SET and price list. 
H. H. B. ANGELL, 354 Fourth Ave., N. Y. 


OMPLETE GUIDE TO FANCY WORK 
FREE to any one sending 3 25 cents in stamps or 
gooney for a six months’ trial su aT to Farm and 
¢. Book contains 4 gee & ao lustrations. Club 

five, — ae AN OME, Springfield, Mass. 
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THEAMERIGAN 
MAGAZINE. 


BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED. 
This Magazine portrays Amerie 
ean thought and life from ocean to 
ocean, is filled with pure high-class 
literature, and can be safely wele 
comed in any family circle. 


PRICE 25c. OR $3 A YEAR BY MAIL. 


Sample Copy of eurrent number mailed upon re~ 
celpt of 26 ets.; back numbers, 16 cta. 


Premium List with either. 
Address: 


B. T. BUSH & SON, Publishers, 
130 & 132 Pearl St., N. Yo 












PRICES, 
HEAVY PAPER EDITION: 
soos. = 12 Designs. 


Back wmehare onl; 
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ry months, 2 Designs, od 
numbers only 
oom: le set of the eave P : aper Edition Races, mere 


10 cents; Cardboard 15 cents, 


WM, H. HART, Jr., Publisher, 
242 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


. The Lothrop Magazines, besides giv- 
ing pleasure each in its way, are a help 
to both parents and chil ren. Baby- 
land, 50 cents a year to Wide Awak 
$2.40: five of Fe Samples of 
for 15 cents; any one for 6. D. Lothrop 
Company, Boston. 


“WHAT TO DO” 


page book carefull ote 
pend goctley Ceseripgon x Gee: 
I number of gam 
ae in insaipe 


sik Oo WAAR 


at. Penk, on 


THE ILLUSTRATOR. ea inter wankit 


Editorials, expository 
ann Ido? —— thougnis: pine 


fend wate the ayes a year ty. Semcon, Minneapolis, Minx. 
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & % CO., 


Atlantic 
~~ Lengfellow, Whitten: 
catalogue. 


SCHOLARS We MA 

















BOSTON, 
Andover 
Send for catal 





20 Cents a ¥ 
Howard Gannett Pup. Co., Boston, Mass. 
x The 


400,000 Bie vagies Wate oom 


in the world. 
nal ona Practical House 
ple copies free. CURTIS Sub Oo. 5° Pht niindes 


BOOKS BOUGHT! , Rey BOUGHT! 
LEARY'S OLD Book K STORE, 


NO. 9 SOUTH N 
_ First store below bes bealy? ht Street, MF Oe lane, Pa. 


Helps! 


SUPERINTENDENTS 
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D. BR. NIVER PUB. CO., Albany, N. Y¥. 


Sunday-school librarians should send for the catae 
logue of P. F., Van Everen, 116 Nassau St., New York, 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is published weekly 
githe following rates, which include postage: 


ONE COPY, $2.00 a year. The same price per copy 
for any number of copies less than five. Toa new sub- 
ecriber, half price ($1.00). 

TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theol 
dents, $1.Wa year. To new subscribers, 


cents). 
CLUB RATES. 


When the teachers of a school unite In subscribing 
for a number of copies, they can have the paper at the 
following low rates: 

FIVE TO NINE COPIES, one year, $1.50 each for old 
enbseribers, and half price re cents) for new, The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
less than five. 


TEN TO NINETEEN COPIES, one year, $1.25 each for 
old subscribers, and half price (63 cents) for new, The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
less than ten, 

TWENTY OR MORE COPIES, one year, $1.00 each for 
old subscribers, and weg: (50 cents) for new, The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
Jers than twenty. 

Ifa school has had a club at one of the higher rates, 

nd wishes, upon renewing, to form a larger one at @ 
jower rate, it is of course free to do so. 
’ FORK SMALL SCHOOLS. By an equitable plan, the 
je aed schools, which cannot well form large clubs, 
ave the benefit of the very lowest club rate. It pro 
vides that when the entire force of teachers in any 
school is less than twenty, the club rate to such school 
shall be ay each for old subscribers, and half price 
(50 cents) for new, on condition that the order for the 
apers be accompanied by a statement that the num- 

r of copies ordered in the club is not less than the 
full number of teachers in the school, This does not 

ean that every teacher must actually be a subscriber, 

at that the number of copies ordered must not be 
Jess than the full number of teachers. Persons who 
are not teachers may be asked to join the club, In or- 
der to secure the required number. 
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price (50 


Any number of 


copies in excess of the requizead number A be sub- 
scribed for at the same rate, Teachers belonging to the 
same chold may be counted as on in making such 


a statement of the number of teachers in @ sc. For 
example: If there are seven teachers in a school, two 
of whom belong to one househsid, and three to an- 
other, the club subscription need not be for more than 
four copies, in order to secure the low rate. 

WHO ARE “‘ NEW” SUBSCRIBERS? Hy anew sub- 
ecriber is meant one who has not taken the paper at 
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Citicura 
= Soap= 
Realizes the 
FAIREST xX 
SOFTEST 
*% WHITEST 
SKIN. 


OTHING IS KNOWN TO SCIENCE AT ALL 
comparable to the CUTICURA MEDICATED Soap, 
n its marvellous properties of cleansing, positing, 
and beautifying the skin, and in preventing those 
jy Spe | disfigurations of the complexion and skin 
due to clogging of the pores and inflammation of 
the sebaceous Flands, such as pimples, blackheads, 
rough, cracked, and scaly skin. 
ence its constant use realizes the fairest com- 
plexion and the softest, whitest skin within the 
domain of the most advanced scientific knowledge 
tosupply. It is admirably adapted to preserve the 
health of the skin and scalp of infants and children, 
and to prevent minor blemishes or inherited skin 
diseases becoming chronic, if used while young. 
Sold everywhere. Price, 25c. Prepared by the 
PoTreR DRUG ANP CHEMICAL Co., Boston, Mass. 
4ay-Send for ‘‘ How to Beautify the Skin.” 


PIM™ x: blackheads, chapped and oily skin 
prevented by CuTICURA MEDICATED Soap. 

















BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits as a WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by thousands of housekeepers, Your 
Grocer RT to have it on sale. Ask him for it, 
D. S. WILTBERGER, Prop., 283 N. 2d St., Phila., Pa, 





any time during the past two ty 

he shifting of a subscription from one ber of 
a household to another in order to get the reduction 
offered to new subscribers is not allowable, although 
new additional subscriptions by or for other members 
of the household will be takei at the half rate, 

FREE COPIES TO CLUB ORGANIZERS, Any person 
forming a club of either [peed vane id it is made up 
entirely of old subscribers, or of old and new together, 
or entirely of new subscribers at the half rate) is en- 
titled to an additional copy free, excepting in the case 
of any club for less than ten copies formed on the 
“Small School” plan (givenabove). When verylarge 
clubs are formed, the organizer shall be entitled to one 
additional rd free, for every twenty subscribed for. 

KOW CLUB APERS ARE MAILED. The papers for 
aclub will be sent either to the individual addresses of 
the members, or ina kage to one address, accord- 
ing to the ference of subscribers, The papers fora 
club should all go to one post-office, although in cases 
where a portion of the teachers of a school get their 
mail matter from one post-office, and others in the 

e school get theirs m another, the papers will 
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sent acco: Lt y. 
Different schools are not to unite in the forming ofa 
club, but each school should have its own club, at 


whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it, 
and the name of the school should be mentionedin 


the order. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire*at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 


ibseribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state, 

If a club subscription is renewed by some other per- 
son than the one who sent the peeveows subscription, 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the club he subscribes for es the place of the one 


formed last year e + 
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ene teltet ty r 
e e at no more judicious advertising outla: 
could be made than that for securing a fair triad of the 

a Fe subscriber is entitled to the half rate 

The paper wii not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The 
pers for a club will in ly be discontinued at the 
expiration of the ption. xenewals should 
therefore be made early. - 

Enough copies of any one tssue of the paper, to en- 
able all the teachers of a schoci to examine it, will be 
sent » Upon application. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
Messrs, Hodder and Stoughton, 27 
London, EF, @., will recgives et 
scriptions for The Sunday School Times the paper to 
be sent, postpaid, direct m Philadelphia to the sub- 
&cribers) at the following rates :— 


Row, 
yearly or half-yearly sub- 


bk Tom 1 to 4 copies, 0s. each, 
* §tod 7 83.6a “ 
10coples and upwards, 73.6a, “ 


To secure the above rates for five or more copies, the 
papers must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
sent either singly to the individual addresses, or in a 
pacceae to one address, whichever may be preferred 

y the snherrihers 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
P. O. Box 1550. 


ADVERTISING RATE 


$311.00 Per AGATE LINE, EACH INSERTION, 
subject to the following discounts: 
DISCOUNTS FOR AMOUNT. 























On orders amounting te. . . Sperct 
" . 100. . 210“ 
“ “ 200 } . > 15 “ 
“ “ 500 ‘° 20 “ 
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“ “ 2'00u ‘i a * 
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W000 . eo 
An advertiser is entitled to the highest discount 
which the enttre amount of advertising done by him 
in any one year will secure, 


DISCOUNTS FOR TIME. 
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+“ “ 13 “ . a 20 “ 
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No advertisement of less than 5 lines inserted at 
time rates on a contract for variable space, 





An advertiser may use either scale of discounts, but 
cannot combine the two, 

Advertisements conditioned on an appearance on 
the last page, will be charged an advance of twenty 
per cent upon the regular rates. 








Address all communications about advertising to 
THE RELIGIOUS PRESS ASSOCIATION, Philadelphia, 








OLGATE & CO., 
TRY THI OLDEN Ae YW HERE. 








COBB’S Choicest of all Toilet Soa 
Free trial — mailed to 
COMPLEXION | ovtare. “A. Bt. CORI: 
SOAP. manufacturer, Boston, Mass. 





THE KEYSTONE WASHER tz" 


Every one is warranted for five i Circulars free, 
¥F. F. ADAMS Co., Erie, Pa. 


XQUISITE AND LASTING 
COLGATE & CO.’S 
TOILET SOAPS. 


Patented improved Lotta Bustle. 

Forstyle, comfort, health, and durability has no equal. 
Gives the latest Parisian 

fashion. Warranted to al- 
ways regains its shape af- 
ter pressure, no matter in 
wha ition the wearer 
may sit or recline. Avoid 
inferior imitations. See 
that each bustle isstam: 

proved “ Lotta.” 


ist, COLUMBIA 

BER CO.,SoleM’fr's, 
Boston, Mass. 

FOR SALE by all the LEADING DRY GOODS HOUSES. 


THE CINDERELLA 
WHE WIRE. BUSTLE 


fashion, 
SENT BY MAIL on receipt of price. 
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25C. WESTON & WELLS MPG CO, zanererss 


o GeCodD SENSE” 


CORDED CORSET WAISTS 


are sold at all Leading Retail Stores. Ask for them, 
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Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
cal, costing less than one cent a 
h cup. It ia delicious, nourishing, 
, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in health. 


Sold by Grocers everywhere. 


W. BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass, 





WILBUR'S 


CocnetA 


The Finest Powdered Chocolate for family use, 
Requires no boiling. Invaluable for Dyspeptics 
and Children. Buy of your dealer or send {Q stamps 
for trial can, H. O.WILBUR & SONS, Philadelphia, 
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SEASONING 


Hotels, Restaurants, & the 
Retail Trade supplied by 


GITHENS & REXSAMER, 


PHILADELPHIA. 








Staten Island 
Fancy Dyeing 
Establishment, 


BARRETT, NEPHEWS, & CO 
b] "9 
PROPRIETORS,” 

DYE, CLEAN, AND RE-FINISH 
DRESS GOODS & GARMENTS 
without ripping. 

Send for circular and price list, 
6 and 7 John St., New York. 

47 North 8th St., Philadelphia. 
110 North Charles St., Baltimore. 
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the market for 
Girls and Boys from 3 to 12 years of age. rs 

class stores keep them. Sample by mail, 75 cents. 
FOY, HARMON, & CHADWICK, New Haven, Conn, 


USE BROWN’S 
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Beware of imitations. 
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. H. HARRISON & BRO., 1435 Chestnut St., Phila, 
strated catalogue. Mention this paper 











ADIES, enamel your 
ranges twice a year, tops 
i once a week, and you have 
the finest-polished stove in 
the world. For sale by all 
grocers and stove dealers, 
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made only by Russia Cement Co., Gloucester, Mass 
Samples mailed for 20c. ( stamps). Beware ofimitations 


THE STRONGEST GLUE IN THE WORLD 


ted at 1620 pounds to sq.inch at New Orleans Ex. 
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RED STAR LINE 


For Antwerp and Paris, sailing weekly between 
N x K and ANTWER 
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SUMMER TOURISTS, TAKE NOTICE 


Our Metier Homoeopathic Chocolate is the 
luxury of travelers. A 1b can of chocolate will make 
many cope 
adding boiling milk or water. 

Croft & Allen, 
1226 Market Street, PHILADELPHIA. 


of chocolate, on short notice, by 





A Summer Resort for Nervous Invalids, 


BURLINGTON, Vt. 


A 
Dr. A. J. Willard makes a specialty of the “ Rest 
Treatment” in Nervous Disease, and with very satis- 
factory results, Send for circular. 
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r paper. 
JOHN LEWIS CHILD, Queens, New York. 


Bulbs and Plants. Our new 
Giant Pansies are the largest and 
ron] in the world. Twenty-five 
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BURPEE’S SEEDS 


Are warranted first class. Send for illus. catalogue. 
W. Atlee B Co., Philadelphia, 
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WATCH, PRAY, AND WORK. 


[By Frederika Bremer.] 


Cheek grow pale, but heart be vigorous! 
Body fall, but soul have peace 

Welcome, pain, thou searcher rigorous! 
Slay me, but my faith increase. 


Sin, o’er sense so softly stealing, 
Doubt, that would my strength impair, 
Hence at once from life and feeling! 
Now my cross I gladly bear. 


Up, wf soul! with clear sedateness 
ead heaven’s law, writ bright and broad} 
Up! a sacrifice to greatness, 

ruth, and goodness,—up te God! 


Up to labor! from thee shaking 
Off the bonds of sloth, be brave! 

Give thyself to prayer and waking; 
Toil some fainting heart to save! 





LAUGHING AT A FRIEND. 


[Julius Charles Hare, in Guesses at Truth.] 


Nobody who is afraid of laughing, and 
heartily too, at his friend, can be said to 
have a true and thorough love for him: 
and on the other hand it would betray a 
sorry want of faith to distrust a friend be- 
cause he laughs at you. Few men, I be- 
lieve, are much worth loving, in whom 
there is not something well worth laughing 
at. That frailty, without some symptoms 
of which man has never been found, and 
which in the bad forms the gangrene for 
their vices to rankle and fester in, shows 
itself also in the best men, and attaches 
itself even to their virtues. Only in them 
it appears mainly in occasional awkward- 
nesses and waywardnesses, in their falling 
short or stepping aside now and then, 
rather than in their absolute abandonment 
of the path of duty. It is the earthly par- 
ticle which tints the colorless ray, and 
without which that ray is no object of 
human vision. It gives them their deter- 
minate features and characteristic exprese 
sion, constituting them real persons, in- 
stead of mere personified ideas. This too 
is the very thing that. enables us to sympa- 
thize with them as with our brethren, 
under deeper and gentler feelings than 
those of a star-gazing wonder. Now this 
incongruity and incompleteness, this con- 
trast between the pure spiritual principle 
and the manner and form of its actual 
manifestation, contain the essence of the 
ridiculous. The discord coming athwart 
the tune, and blending with it, when not 
harsh enough to be painful, is ludicrous, 

At times, too, the very majesty of a 
principle will make what in another 
case would scarcely have attracted notice 
appear extravagant. The higher a tree 
rises, the wider is the range of its oscilla- 
tions: and thus it comes to pass that there 
is but a step from the sublime to the ridi- 
culous. Nor is it merely that the effect is 
deepened by the contrast. There is ever a 
Socratic playfulnessin true magnanimity ; 
so that feeling the inadequateness of all 
earthly raiment,—finding too that, even 
when it comes to its home, it must come as 
a stranger and an alien,—it is not unwill- 
ing to clothe itself, like the godlike Ulysses, 
in rags. At nothing else can one laugh 
with such good-will, and at the same time 
with such innocence and good-humor. 
Nor can any laugh be freer from that con- 
tempt which has so erroneously been sup- 
posed to be involved in the feeling of the 
ridiculous. The steadfast assurance and 
unshakable loyalty of love are evinced, 
not in blinking and looking aside from 
the object we profess to regard, and leering 
on some imaginary counterfeit, some 
puppet of our cwn fancies, tricked out in 
such excellencies as our gracious comes 
may bestow on it; but in gazing fixedly at 
our friend such as he is, admiring what is 
os in him, approving what is good, 

elighting in what is amiable, and retain- 
ing our admiration and approbation and 
delight, unsullied and unimpaired, at the 
very moment when we are vividly con- 
scious that he is still but a man, and 
has something in him of human weak- 
ness, something of whimsical peculiarity, 
or something of disprpportionate enthu- 
siasm. 


THE JEW OF TO-DAY. 


[Anna Laurens Dawes, in The Modern Jew.] 


There are now about 7,000,000 Jews in 
the world, which is, curiously enough, 
about the same number that were in Pales- 
tine in the time of Christ. These are 
variously distributed. About 60,000 each 
in Great Britain, Holland, and France; 
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500,000 in Germany; about 250,000 in 

America, and as. many more in Turkey. 

ot er make only a little more than 
as against 5,000,000 in Russia 

on M Poland. 


The Israelite is particularly healthy. 
He can live in all climates and all lati- 
tudes. He increases much faster than 
onan races, and 4 is spe a _- 

e death rate among them is only eighty- 
nine in every 100, 000, while that of Chris. 
tians is 143. This and their great longevity 
is attributed by themselves to the strict 
sanitary regulations of the Mosaic code, 
and the desuetude of religious fervor in 

reat cities is much deplored as a certain 
oss to race vitality. 

They are most law-abiding citizens. The 
mayor of New York testified a short time 
ago that, — they formed ten per 
cent of the opulation of that city, they 
contributed less than one per cent to the 
criminal classes. And it must be remem- 
bered, in this connection, how large a = 
portion of the Hebrews i in that city be 
to the cheap trading population. They 
are almost never in prisons; they are never 
intemperate, and they are phenomenally 
chaste. Indeed, for this last virtue they 
are celebrated the world over. Their 
family life is very beautiful. Even among 
the poorest and lowest of them, his family 
and his religion make the whole horizon 
of the Israelite. It is difficult for us to 
realize how these two things are inter- 
woven,—how really God and the Jew are 
familiar friends, and all the incidents of 


his daily life take on a religious aspect. 
For centuries the Jew has had no country 
but his hearth and his altar have had 


double devotion. 

He has the peculiar domestic virtues of 
hospitality and charity. It is still com- 
mon, in many communities, for the head 
of the household to invite the poor and 
the stranger to his own fireside and table 
for the Frida night feast and the Sabbath 
rejoicing. his public charity is on a 
most generous scale. Vast institutions 
and bountiful associations for the care of 
the unfortunate go hand in hand with wise 
efforts toward teaching self-help, such as 
training-schools for servants, technical 
and mechanical schools, and kinder- 


gartens. 
The alleged peculiar adaptation to trade 
amoug the Hebrews, is at by those who 
know them best, to be simply the result of 
the long perseeution which forbade them 
every other resource, and, at the same 
time, both by law and privilege, fostered 
among them the business of money-lend- 
ing. In this way they lost skill and prac- 
tice at other arts, and the score of trades 
and handicrafts mentioned by a recent 
German writer as flourishing in Bible 
times have altogether disappeared. Thus 
a talent lying close to their other qualities 
was cultivated and transmitted, until they 
have become the typical money-getters ot 
the world, and have added the general 
dislike of that craft to their other hatreds, 
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Highest Honors at all Great World’s Exhibitions 
since 1867. 100 styles, $22 to $900. For Cash, Easy 
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PIANOS. 

The new mode of piano construction Invented by 
Mason & Hamlin {n 1882 has beeu fully proved, many 
excellent experts pronouncing it the “ greatest im- 
provement made in pianos of the century.” 

For full information, send for Catalogue. 
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del, ess Ledger Editorial. 
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sto 
with opinions in ‘full of Mr. Sonam ARD A. Proctor, 
Hons. W. W. Astor, Jupan P. Bensamin, Dra. 
Mino * Woon, v. Francis B. Dsgmu10, 
Mark an and FP LOISETTE. free by 


PROF. L 
237 Fifth Avenue, w Yo shall 


BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL, 


eeticalere, of 
a wo EDEN, 

















er icecke Khe denith a iigge tity, bon toulars & saiapigs ¥. 








THE 
1834 Chestnut iwerest, 
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‘DRESS GOODS. 


MESSRS, 
JAMES MCCREERY & CO. 


Offer 750 China Pongee Robes at 
prices ranging from $8.50 to $25.00, 
formerly $18.50 to $40.00; each robe 
contains 9 yards of embroidery and 20 
yards of plain Pongee. Also, an exten- 
sive assortment of plain and mixed 
goods from 60c, to $1.25, suitable for 
country or seaside wear. 


James McCreery & Co., 


Broadway and Eleventh Street, 
NEW YORK. 

















pons 


to 
AL, 
Geo. H. Stuart, 
A. W. Tobey, Phtiadeipt 


VES h FARM i ae | 
Meare aTGAS co 


aig ve cat Hak. Farm Loans. $250, 00% 
90 Goptal pnd Aapta etapaimoes 
Brg iene eet etre 
AA Bway, C.C. Hue ston, etm 


Philadelphia 0 OfMice : 202 South Fourth St. 
INNER, Agent. 


belaiad SP S41 











$8,417, 17,000. 


UR IRPLUS, 


$2,096,000. 


= Pd eley-holder, $12,500,000, 
Pe" ORIGINAL ACCIDENT 00. OF AMERICA, 
LARGEST IN THR WORLD. 


BEST LIFE POLICY ia the Market. 
nh 


WICHITA ou interested in this City of 
States. 


Destiny with her six Coll 
Wv reere at = 000 population, Located i 
Weis us us for r Felinbie printed n’yrmation. ROBERT 
SPURGIN & Kansas. 









Universities and seven ra 
oat pot of Ka Queen of the 
.»» Hagle Building, Wichita, 


AMERICAN 
FIRE INSURANCE Co., 


308 acd 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 








THE CIRARD 


Life Insurance, Annuity and Trust Co., 
2020 CHESTNUT ST., ~HILADELPHIA. 





THE REALESTATE TRUST CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
No. 1840 CHESTNUT STREET. 





Manhattan Life Insurance Co., New York. 


YOU HAVE LIVED AND WON. 


For example of its operation address the Company, 


giving your age. 





4 fee to 7% wat and other investments. Send 
A. KEAN & OO., Bankers, Chicago, 








WORTH DOINC. 


Write the Hartman Steel Co., Limited, Beaver Fall: 


“A remarkably well preserved woman! 


Beware of imitations. There is but one Sapolio. 





Remarkably well preserved ! 
though she’s sixty, Egad! She must haye used Sapolio all her life!” 


WHAT IS SAPOLIO? 


Itis asolid, handsome cake of House-cleaning Soap, which has no equal for all scouring purposes ex- 
cept the laundry. To use itis to value it. What will Sapolio do? Why it will clean paint, make oil- 
cloths bright, and give the floors, tables and shelves a new appearance. It will take the grease off the 
dishes and off the pots and pans. You can scour the knives and forks with it, and make the tin 
things shine brightly. The wash-basin, the bath tub, even the greasy kitchen sink will be as clean as 
a@ new pin if you use Sapolio. One cake will prove all we say. Be a clever housekeeper and try it. 





Looks like sixteen, 


-¢ 


No. 11. [Copyright, March, 1877.] 





dressed : and 
our 


| look for at the price. 
Would you like to look at samples? 





DO YOU MEAN A RELIABLE $12 SUIT ¢ 


We do. A Suit that you can wear for best or business. The cloth is un- 

ou'can have it in either Blue or Black. 

If using hundreds of thousands of yards of a quality in our business—with 
arantee always in force—is a recommendation, this Suit has that back of it. 
e don’t speak about it, as you may notice, by hearsay. It’s better than 


WANAMAKER & BROWN, 


OAE EAT I&X, 
, Sixth and Market Streets, Philadelphia. 








Capital, 500,000. 


Colfeces Yor e ge - ity 


‘eo. D. a ghariee Piast, 


DIRECTORS ‘Winthrop Bani, Ee, Wine, 


=| PHILADELPHIA MORTGAGE AND TRUST CO. 


S SAFE INVESTMENT SEC 


MORTGAGES 35:78 


of See eee St. 
NOS weorbnears aerate 


és" inTEREST ALLOWED ON DEPOSITS. 
ono.o igmsnaan, FEW: MILLE Ry CEQ. JUN 


tate worth twoand one- 
apital of the Company. 


M Beéret moc R,Jre, 

Oharles Hi ERites Bailey, Wm. H. Ingham, 
DM Oroury, Chas, H. Ban: 
ward Hoopes,” Joseph 8. Harris, Lawrence Levis, Jt 











nceurnts 
own guarantee, 
ATKINSON BROS 28 Seen 


Grask'xO YOUR SEWELER FOR Tor THEM.-s 








ASE your GROCER for CEREALINE FLAKES, 
better purchase of J. &J. 


ARPET DOBSO. ae Chestnut S8t., Phila- 


delphia, in order to receive full value for their 
money. They retail Carpets of their own make, 
which are reliable in every way. 


Perfect Necktie Holder. 








rt illustrated circulars of the Hartman PatentS 
Door Mat and their Patent Steel Picket Fence. 


LANCUACES. 


» The Meisterschaft S: ree Dr. R. S. Ros- 

ENTHAL, is the only epeieiah te ever devised to 

earn 0 speek without » feather, s wad tcheo Cede 

French, German, Spanien + or Italian. 

beotenad the language, Sam econ gs gid 
either 

cents, terms to Teachers, . P 


MEISTERSCHAFT PUBLISHING CO., Boston, Mass. 


JEWELS OF PRAISE 


A new Sunday-school Singing Book. 
By ASA HULL. 
As a book of new Sunday-school music, we 


Challenge the World to Produce its Equal 


in the number of New Sones that will be sung and 
linger fresh in the memory for years to come, 
JEWELS OF PRAISE is the old standard size and 
price, 35 coun each, $3.60 per Low neal or per = 
s men copy gi te] cents; in 
board covers, 35 cents. 


ASA HULL, 150 egy St., New York. 


INFANT PRAISES) ! 


A bey book of Mag he poled — now ready, 


JOHN J. HOOD. 














00D, 1018 "ARCH ST., 
Phila., Pa. 

EW CHURCH MUSIC.—Bonum Estin F,10c. 

Cantate Domino in F,25c._ Deus Misereatur, E 


flat, 12c. Benedic Anima Mea, C, lic. All com 
A = Maxson, Evening Prayer, H. Leslie 
n 


of above mailed, postpaid, by receipt o 
iven price, Stamps received, Address 
§ Co. » AMtusic Publishers, 1102 Chestnut t BL, Phila., Pa. 


NER 





Words and music, costs but $5.00 
Large enough collection tor any school. 
numbers issued. 
each number. F. 


our separate 


blisher, Chicago. 


ELCOME SONGS for Sunday-schools, 
= 100 copies. 


Send for sam aon jes. 5 cents pag ad 
H. REV. 


_DITSON & CO.’8 _ 
SUNDAY- SCHOOL MUSIC 


ranks with the very best, and no Sunday-echool mam 
agement should adopt a new singing-book without 
carefully examining one of their “tried and 
true” Sunday-school song books, 


VOICES OF PRAISE 


eee eae 


bright 
SINGING ON THE WAY fe: f.s.oe dot) xz 


sisted by Dr. Holbroo! 
known and loved in 
book 


above mentioned, 
vestry singing-book for prayer and 


SONGS OF PROMISE ee: 


otnss the. te first ormany 


Sale Sida ear 


fatter well ar wal Caen ae’ iain hed 









charge 
eects 
For « lovely little book for 

of a Sunday-school, look no a tastines thee than 
FLOWERS (25c., $2.40 per ca), Saas Pit. 
hymns, sweet m pretty p! 


Malled for it price, 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. H. DITSON & CO., 867 Broadway, New York. 








es ee ae 


Behr, tice opener 
pared for use of young 


pam} - i Price, $ $1.00 in 


eto ingest ingests 
MY KATHLEEN’S GONE OVER THE SEA 


Beautiful Song and Chorus 
By T. P. WESTENDORF. 


The world-wide larity of “PPM tak 
Kathleen” has fi y established Ms Westendorf's ane coun 


composer, In the “his latest effort, 
ing he has heretofore pa: 


Ye omag y fy from the pe public, beawiiy Hue 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
Of qvecz Secriptien nnd » and at all ve Dataldgpe fees od 
The JOHN CHURCH co. 


h: pplication. | 
charge you web 
CII CIN WAT... ©: 











Have You Seen 


Sweney and Kirkpatrick’s new- 
est book? They’ve christened 
it Glad Hallelujahs. It’s a per- 
fect gem! It’s the book. Your 
Church and School should use 
it, What grand singing they’d 
have! Everybody would be so 
pleased with its songs, they 
wouldn’t be able to keep from 
singing. Do tell them about 
it. They should get it. 

pe doen: fs perso. One ample copy ms eee 


rther ind cements 
Evangelists, 7 ‘ 


rite us, 


T. T. Tasker, Sr., PusrisHEr, 
921 ArcH St., PHitapELpuia, Pa. 





SONCS FOR THE TIMES! 


THE PROHIBITION BUGLE CALL. 


BY H. H. HAWLEY. 


Just what is needed for these ban dy of activity in the 
‘temperance ca 





ia 35 











Price, $16 per 100 copies; porbervaye coples by mail, 18c, 
BIGLOW & MAIN, New York and Chicago. 
pa CHILDREN Suuren 
ly ovine heveben e 
Fosbunde 70.00 | Pernndied 
“GATES AJAR. A.” sited praise from everywRere 
FREI ED aapt : ays per hi 
Pipe Organ for Sale. 
CALVARY (P. E.) CHURCH, N. Y. CITY. 
A new chancel organ being.in course of con- 








. d- 
soot 2g Sa ESSacte ae 
Philadelphia, 


H: MNS: TUNES 
Ben cual Hiose cope, 
Pinan see make 
struction for ‘above church, the gallery ongen a 





a DJ S, Qurnew now in use, containin three manuals 
G greai success, foe non than “ote speakin stops, onlg LP a reasonable 
: price, dress, ARTHUR 
seusongsot wich nensly Warrwer, Pub. Toledo, 0. 138 E. 40th St, New 7 York City. 





The Sunday School Times intends te admit only ad: 


are trustworthy. 


the 





Should, however, an advertisement of a’party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 


PET eT fe thietinede cay Gnaey Gat oad lose thereby. 





